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flauA+tal  flatting 


a  column  not  to  be  passed  over 

Our  sub-heading  takes  care  of  one  religious 
aspect  of  this  springy  month  of  April,  and  the 
other  can  be  related  to  our  lovely  cover  coin, 
for  on  the  reverse  of  this  attractive  East 
Indian  gold  piece  there  stands  none  other  than  a 
palm  (Sunday)  tree.  Perhaps  this  coin  was  long 
ago  considered  the  king  of  all  Indian  gold 
pieces,  but  they  have  not  been  made  for  so  many 
years  that  we  must  now  suppose  it  ain’t  going  to 
reign  no  Mohur . . . 

Journal  readers  have  many  treats  in  store 
for  them  in  this  issue.  One  we're  especially 
glad  to  have  is  a  new  feature  aptly  labeled 
South  of  the  Border  in  which  Journal  columnist 
RICHARD  A.  LONG  will  present  up-to-date  data  and 
market  tips  on  the  all-important  Mexican  coinage 
series.  His  first  covers  all  One  Centavo  types 
from  1863  to  date.  We  are  sure  this  monthly 
special  will  become  one  of  the  Journal ' s  most 
popular  columns... 

U.S.  COINS  IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT .. .A  fine  report 
on  Flying  Eagle  Cents  comes  our  way  from  the  pen 
of  J.  SHERROD  TAYLOR,  WALTER  BREEN'S  masterful 
handling  of  Blundered  Dies  reappears  once  again, 
and  R.  S.  YEOMAN  comments  on  the  new  U.S.  coins 
in  his  Guide  Line.  U.S.  Currency  also  takes 
banner  headlines  as  the  Journal ' s  own  NEIL  SHAFER 
presents  a  rare  note  previously  unpublished  as 
well  as  the  facts  behind  some  new  currency 
issues . . . 

Regular  Journal  features  continue  as  K.  E. 
BRESSETT's  Sterling  Commentary  presents  material 
on  Bank  of  England  tokens  which  will  be  added  to 
the  next  edition  of  his  best-selling  book, 

A  Guide  Book  of  English  Coins... also  on  hand  is 
BOB  WILLEY  who  solves  a  vexing  problem  with  a 
tale  of  the  Vexator  Canadiensis  tokens  in  North 
of  the  Border ...  Story  Coins  by  R.  S.  YEOMAN 
brings  us  the  saga  of  battles  between  Carthage 
and  Rome .. .HORACE  BULL  has  a  fine  offering  in 
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Uneasy  Lies  The  Head  with  his  story  of  good  King 
Offa,  and  Roman  Coin  Chronicle  moves  ever  onward 
toward  completion. . . 

CAN'T  WIN  'EM  ALL  DEP'T _ our  Story  Coins 

article  in  the  January  issue  showed  a  40  Franc 
gold  coin  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies  ; 
part  of  its  inscription  is  "GRAND  ’AMMI."  which 
was  thought  to  mean  great  friend.  We've  been 
informed  by  reader  L.  Luraschi  that  the  actual 
translation  should  be  grand  admiral.  We  hereby 
nominate  reader  Luraschi  as  the  great  friend  of 
the  Journal ,  and  we  are  sincerely  in  his  debt... 
kudos  also  to  reader  Steve  Oakes  who  identifies 
the  auto  on  our  January  cover  as  a  1926  Buick. 
Some  thoughtful  Chinese  merchant  had  evidently 
put  it  on  his  chopping  list  that  year. . . 

COMING  SOON  IN  THE  JOURNAL. .. articles  by 
R.  W.  JULIAN,  J.  C.  SHIPLEY,  MORT  SHAFER,  J.  G. 
CORNETT,  BOB  OBOJSKI,  to  name  but  a  few,  in 
addition  to  those  mentioned  last  month... 


IS  IT  TIME  TO  SELL? 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  COIN  AUCTION  SALES 

WANTED— Consignments  of  Ancients,  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Collections  or 
attractive  individual  specimens. 

REASONABLE  FEES-COMPETENT  CATALOGUING-ACCURATE  GRADING 


Your  coins  may  form  an  integral  part  of  a  definitive  specialty  catalog. 


ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  ALL  SALES  CATALOGS  AND  PRICES.  $5.00 


HENRY  CHRISTENSEN 

Hudson  County  National  Bank  Bldg., 
95  River  St.,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey 

Tele:-201  -656-2266 
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IUIA1A/  FIVE  OUTSTANDING  DISPLAY  PANELS 
l\  W  W  DESIGNED  FOR  THE  NEW  CLAD-COINAGE 


THE  UNITED  STATES  Of  AMERICA 

A  NEW  EftA  Of  COINAGE 


AS  A  KSUtT  Of  *Mt  CONTJNDENG  WOBLO  WtfX  Off  EOT.  A  %£>>  « 

CONOaSS  AlWOVtO  TMl  CO**MGi  ACT  o*  t«A5  W»«CH.  fQ* 

TM8  fmt  1M{  tN  ITS  TEAS*  PtOviOtD  K*  TH6  REMOVAL 
AND  REDUCTION  Of  SllVtt  *N  UNIUO  STAT8S  COENS 


W  THf  £A*tY  BATS  Of  OUB  COUNTS*.  WAS  NSCfSSAtT  EM  CO**  •€- 

C>U$I  T*««  VAIUf  WAS  D€TE*MtM?J>  $v  THf  AMOUNT  Of  SlLVg*  »i  1HEU 
TODAY.  HOWfVt«  A  COIN  IS  VALUED  *Y  ffS  fACt  VALUE  AND  3ft  V»  t$  NO 
lONOa  A  BfOUFB®  EifcMSvT 

.  •  * 


I200B 


FRONT 


TM€  CLAD  COINAGE  fNTftODUCSD  IN  LS  A  MAO?  DEPASTURE  fBOM  t»tt  STANDARD 

METALS  O*  THE  fA?T  $#*£*  ?30?  Ail  UNETH*  STATED  S*LVf8  COINS  JUVJ  SEEN  COMftOSFD 
Of  «>%  S*tVfS  AND  ?£*i  COfBfS  AliO* 


NfiW  MAif  DOHA* 
COMI*OimON 


Ntw  OUAKTCt  *  OtMa 
COMPOSITIONS 


fACS 
$ft  vf  t 

ctN^fp  m 
S«VE* 

S*Vf« 


t*f  i£gMMttN&  “w  '1  COPffA 


tftmn  toe** 

t-QPH* 

TACt  75^ 
MEC**t 


I200B 


BACK 


ANCO'S  new  1200  series 
features  .  .  .  five  outstand¬ 
ing  display  panels  designed 
specifically  for  the  new 
United  States  clad  coinage. 
The  new  coinage  is  unique 
because  of  its  unprece¬ 
dented  3  layer  structure. 
These  holders  permit  you 
to  view  the  rim  and  lay¬ 
ers  of  metal  without  re¬ 
moving  the  coins.  Each 
panel  is  protected  by  a 
heavy  8  gauge  German 
vinyl  sleeve. 

COLORFUL:  Each  holder 
is  printed  in  five  bright 
colors  with  the  flag  and 
coat  of  arms  in  full  orig¬ 
inal  color. 

INFORMATIVE:  Pertinent 

data  on  both  sides  tells 
why  new  metal  was  needed 
and  what  the  new  compo¬ 
sitions  are. 

ATTRACTIVE:  With  flag, 
coat  of  arms  &  descriptive 
illustrations. 


5  DIFFERENT  CLAD-COIN  PANELS 


1200A — The  United  States  of  America, 
complete  coinage  of  1965.  Tells  why 
the  New  coins  were  necessary  and 
shows  the  compositions  of  the  different 
layers. 

1200B — (illustrated)  Features  the  three 
new  coins  with  illustrations  of  the  new 
metals.  Complete  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  clad  coinage  is  included. 
1200C — Holds  six  coins  .  .  .  the  old  and 
the  new.  Two  halves,  quarters,  and 
dimes.  The  descriptive  information  given 
makes  a  comparison  between  the  silver 
coinage  of  the  past  and  today's  issues. 
1200D — For  display  of  the  two  Kennedy 


halves.  The  1964  silver  and  the  1965 
clad  design,  each  a  different  type. 

1200E — A  three  coin  panel  for  half  dol¬ 
lars.  Holds  one  Franklin  and  the  two 
Kennedys.  Featured  is  the  fact  that  the 
United  States  has  issued  three  different 
types  of  half  dollars  in  three  con¬ 
secutive  years.  A  complete  description 
of  each  is  given. 


ANCO  Creative  Coin  Merchandisers 

TW  205  766-3931 


4320  Huntsville  Road 


Florence,  Alabama 
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Medallic  Portraits  of  John  F.  Kennedy ,  by  Edward  C.  Rochelle.  Krause 
Publications,  Iola,  Wisconsin,  1966.  188  pages,  illustrated,  $2.95 
paperback,  $4.95  cloth. 

History  is  what  you  make  of  it,  and  numismatics  has  always  been 
one  of  its  best  teachers.  This  is  beautifully  evidenced  by  the  new  book 
which  covers  the  medallic  portraits  of  our  late  President.  In  this  vol¬ 
ume,  author  Rochette  has  spared  no  effort  to  arrive  at  what  appears 
to  be  a  very  comprehensive  report  on  every  item,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  which  portrays  or  refers  to  John  F.  Kennedy. 

The  book  begins  with  an  explanation  of  the  legality  of  some  of  the 
pieces  shown  (many  of  these  are  gold  and  thus  impossible  to  import 
under  present  regulations),  and  also  a  description  of  the  numbering 
system  used.  The  main  body  of  the  book  proceeds  by  chapter  through 
the  campaign  ^nd  inaugural  issues,  his  presidency,  and  the  period 
after  his  death.  Also  included  is  a  relative  valuation  guide  which  is 
found  toward  the  end  of  the  book.  Illustrations  are  of  high  quality 
throughout  and  the  book  is  very  attractive  in  appearance;  it  should 
be  of  interest  to  all  collectors  everywhere.  K.E.B. 


Swiss  Shooting  Talers  and  Medals ,  by  Delbert  Ray  Krause.  Whitman 
Publishing  Company,  Racine,  Wisconsin,  1965.  Library  binding,  160 
pages,  illustrated,  $3.00. 

The  title  is  one  which  might  not  immediately  convey  the  idea  that 
this  is  a  book  sorely  needed  by  numismatists.  In  truth,  no  one  will 
deny  that  this  is  not  the  most  popular  aspect  of  the  hobby.  The  fact 
remains,  however,  that  this  is  an  unexplored  field,  and  a  series  that 
contains  some  of  the  most  artistic  of  all  numismatic  engravings. 
From  an  aesthetic  standpoint,  the  presentation  and  printing  of  this 
book  measures  up  to  what  is  needed  to  present  these  coins  and  medals 
in  the  most  pleasing  fashion  and  in  a  manner  that  will  make  the  book 
enjoyable  even  to  collectors  with  only  a  passing  interest  in  the  series. 

Starting  with  a  brief  history  of  Switzerland  from  1291,  when  the 
three  cantons  of  Uri,  Schwyz,  and  Unterwalden  formed  a  common 
defense  plan  at  Brunner,  and  working  rapidly  through  the  many  ages 
and  stages  of  the  outstanding  Swiss  history  of  military  superiority, 
the  text  implants  a  feeling  of  the  importance  of  marksmanship  to  the 
Swiss  people  and  an  understanding  of  why  the  shooting  festivals  hold 
such  a  high  place  of  honor  in  that  country. 

The  main  portion  of  this  book  is  a  catalog  listing  of  nearly  four 
hundred  talers,  so-called  talers,  and  medals  of  all  of  the  shooting 
festivals  from  1822  to  the  present.  Each  item  is  illustrated  and  listed 
with  a  short  description,  the  number  minted,  engraver,  size,  and 
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metal.  All  of  the  medals  and  talers  have  been  listed  alphabetically  by 
the  canton  in  which  they  were  issued. 

In  many  instances  medals  are  marked,  not  with  the  name  of  the 
canton,  but  with  that  of  the  specific  city  or  town  in  which  the  shooting 
festival  was  held.  As  an  aid  to  attributing  such  pieces,  the  appropriate 
coat  of  arms  for  each  of  the  twenty  two  cantons  is  illustrated  at  the 
introduction  to  each  cantonal  section. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  place  precise  values  on  the  medals. 
This  would  be  an  impossible  and  essentially  self-defeating  task.  The 
price  of  virtually  all  of  this  material  has  increased  rather  significantly 
because  of  the  popularity  of  this  series  in  the  past  year,  and  readers 
are  advised  to  make  use  of  the  basic  market  trends  as  a  guide  and 
relate  such  prices  to  the  particular  scarcity  of  individual  medals  as 
reflected  in  the  mintage  information.  K.E.B. 


Morgan  and  Peace  Dollar  Varieties ,  by  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen,  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  copyright  1965  by  the  author.  Soft  cover,  183  pages, 
illustrated,  $2.50. 

As  this  reviewer  has  himself  made  an  intensive  study  of  silver  dollar 
varieties,  it  is  with  a  sense  of  great  satisfaction  that  the  present  book 
is  reviewed,  for  within  its  pages  is  told  much  of  the  amazing  numis¬ 
matic  story  revolving  around  the  resumption  of  silver  dollar  coinage  in 
1878,  and  the  inception  of  the  Morgan  design. 

The  release  by  the  Treasury  Department  of  stocks  of  Morgan  and 
Peace  dollars  held  for  many  years  prompted  a  resurgence  of  interest 
that  extended  well  beyond  the  collecting  of  dates  alone.  It  was  known 
for  some  time  that  a  number  of  important  varieties  existed  but  because 
of  the  lack  of  available  specimens  for  study  it  was  not  possible  to 
arrive  at  a  definitive  listing,  though  various  attempts  at  classification 
had  been  made  through  the  years. 

The  latest  and  most  important  of  these  attempts  is  this  book,  in 
which  the  author  presents  information  never  before  fully  exposed  on 
the  multitudinous  varieties,  especially  for  coins  of  1878,  and  the 
reasons  for  their  existence.  Van  Allen’s  most  valuable  tools  in  this 
discussion  are  the  various  letters  found  in  the  National  Archives  dis¬ 
cussing  problems  encountered  in  the  manufacture  of  the  dollars,  and 
his  excellent  close-up  illustrations  of  many  varieties. 

The  book  consists  of  four  parts;  the  first,  in  three  chapters,  deals 
with  various  aspects  of  the  background  history  behind  the  U.S.  silver 
dollar.  The  second,  also  in  three  chapters,  discusses  and  describes  in 
detail  the  tremendously  significant  coinage  of  1878,  and  is  really  the 
heart  of  the  book.  The  third  presents  varieties  after  1878  including 
both  Morgan  and  Peace  types,  and  each  is  given  a  chapter.  Part  Four 
discusses  grading,  cleaning  and  photographic  techniques. 

The  one  weakness  of  this  volume  is  its  bare  coverage  of  Morgan 
varieties  for  the  1879-1921  period.  Valuable  discussions  are  included, 
however,  on  over-mint  mark  varieties,  mint  mark  variations,  and 
numeral  style  differences.  Illustrations  are  vital  to  this  kind  of  a 
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work;  those  that  are  included  are  generally  of  high  quality,  and  most 
of  the  close-up  shots  are  very  clear.  The  ideal  situation  is,  of  course, 
to  have  an  illustration  of  every  listed  variety.  It  is  hoped  that  any 
succeeding  editions  will  strive  for  such  a  goal. 

It  would  be  pointless  to  itemize  the  many  details  and  valuable  tables, 
charts  £nd  diagrams  included.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  for  anyone  with 
any  numismatic  inclinations  at  all,  this  book  will  prove  to  be  an  en¬ 
joyable  “must.”  N.S. 


IS  Umber  g-Fiirther  Strassenbahngeld  (Nuremberg  Transportation  Tok¬ 
ens),  by  Captain  Arthur  Hyman,  246  Cresham  Drive,  San  Antonio, 
Texas  78218,  1965.  Soft  cover,  17  pages,  illustrated,  $1.00. 

An  interesting  little  booklet  has  just  been  published  giving  details 
on  a  series  of  streetcar  tokens  made  during  Post  World  War  I  Ger¬ 
many.  The  series  consists  of  45  tokens,  each  one  depicting  one  of 
Nuremberg’s  historical  sites,  personalities  or  events  in  the  colorful  his¬ 
tory  of  that  city.  Severe  inflation  prevented  these  tokens  from  actually 
being  issued  and  they  were  almost  entirely  given  over  to  dealers  for 
distribution. 

The  reverse  of  each  token  is  illustrated  with  an  enlarged  photograph 
and  details  concerning  its  design.  The  illustrations  themselves  are 
only  fair  but  they  do  give  a  good  idea  of  what  is  involved  in  the  series. 
The  obverse  is  supposedly  uniform  for  all  issues,  and  it  is  illustrated 
on  the  cover.  This  reviewer  knows  of  only  a  single  obverse  deviation, 
found  on  the  STADT  SPARKASSE  token.  While  the  general  design  is 
similar,  the  die  is  markedly  different — so  much  so  that  it  must  be 
called  another  type.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  reverse  border  of  this 
token  is  also  made  differently  from  the  rest. 

The  book  starts  out  with  a  short  history  of  the  city  of  Nuremberg 
which  should  make  interesting  reading  for  all  numismatists.  N.S. 


The  Paper  Money  of  Panama ,  by  E.  J.  Castillero  R.,  translated  by  S.  J. 
Serxner.  Dwight  L.  Musser,  Indian  Rocks  Reach,  Florida,  1965.  Three 
pages  mimeographed,  40  cents. 

Information  on  the  paper  money  of  Panama  has  always  been  about 
as  scarce  as  the  notes  themselves,  and  they  are  considered  to  be 
classics  in  their  field.  While  the  notes  will  apparently  remain  as  elusive 
as  ever,  information  concerning  them  has  now  been  made  available 
through  the  efforts  of  Messrs.  Castillero,  Serxner  and  Musser. 

Background  material  is  provided  for  some  of  the  early  issues  before 
the  Republic  was  born  in  1903,  along  with  various  details  concerning 
the  single  issue  of  the  Panamanian  Republic  which  took  place  in  1941. 
These  pages  represent  another  step  forward  in  the  expanding  litera¬ 
ture  of  world  paper  money  issues.  N.S. 
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I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial 
collections,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare 
individual  items.  If  you  have  any  of  this 
material  available,  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  contact  me. 

Excellent  offerings  of  early  U.S. 
coins,  colonials  and  paper  money 
for  type  collectors  and  die  variety 
specialists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condition. 

Want  Lists  Invited — Prompt  Response 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite  careful  inspection 
of  our  approval  selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colonial  coins  and  paper 
money  to  special  order  for  the  individual  collector.  May  we  have  references, 
please? 


Let  me  make  offers  for 
your  nice  early  U.S.  and 
colonial  coins.  You  will  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 


Pickatd  Picket. 

Sp  ecializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  123 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 

You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 
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United.  States 
Coin  Value 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 


Our  Numismatic  War  on 
Famine,  Fire  and  Flood 


Some  recent  concessions  by  the  Treasury  Department  to  coin  col¬ 
lectors  are  encouraging.  The  Coinage  Act  of  1965  appears  less  and 
less  the  vindictive  document  we  all  thought  it  was  at  the  time  it  was 
put  through  Congress.  Looking  back  we  must  confess  that  those  were 
anxious  hours  for  both  government  and  numismatics.  To  me  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  coin  shortage  and  the  emergency  measures  taken  to 
combat  it  followed  a  pattern  much  like  that  caused  by  a  food  shortage. 
In  certain  other  countries  of  our  modern  world  there  still  is  too  little 
food,  and  in  some  instances  it  results  from  natural  causes  such  as 
drought.  Too  often,  however,  a  famine  could  have  been  avoided  if  the 
government  had  provided  safeguards  to  increase  and  encourage  agri¬ 
culture  rather  than  less  urgent  projects  to  satisfy  political  demands. 
For  lawmakers  in  such  a  country  to  blame  the  shortage  on  a  small 
group  of  citizens  who  raise  flowers  is  somewhat  akin  to  the  recent 
attitude  of  a  few  Congressmen  and  Senators  who  were  so  quick  to 
point  their  fingers  at  us. 

Only  a  few  million  dollars  appropriated  five  to  ten  years  ago  for  a 
new  modern  mint  would  have  prevented  our  “monster”  image.  When 
you  think  of  it,  we  American  collectors  had  more  than  one  kind  of 
calamity  to  face.  The  silver  shortage  and  the  John  F.  Kennedy  half 
dollar  added  fire  and  flood  to  the  emergency.  Things  had  become  sticky 
enough  with  a  coin  shortage  brought  about  by  an  unbelievable  Con¬ 
gressional  failure  to  match  our  booming  economy  with  increased  mint 
facilities. 

As  in  a  war,  we  always  seem  to  muddle  through  and  win  out  in  the 
end.  Kaiser  Wilhelm,  Hitler  and  Tojo  were  some  of  our  country’s  great¬ 
est  challengers.  A  little  thing  like  a  coin  shortage  will  pass  quickly. 
Our  association  with  the  conflict  may  be  similar  to  the  label  of  “pro- 
German”  of  a  generation  ago.  But  we  think  the  German  of  today  is  a 
pretty  good  scout.  So  too,  do  we  coin  collectors  stand  a  fair  chance 
of  being  “lovable”  after  our  skirmish  is  past. 

Through  it  all,  the  dedicated  career  people  who  staff  the  Mint  Bureau 
have  done  a  marvelous  job  of  patching  up  our  mint  machinery  with 
bailing  wire  and  scotch  tape.  After  enduring  tireless  months  of  frus- 
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trations  and  interminable  delays,  as  government  agencies  must  who 
await  the  pleasure  of  elected  legislation,  the  battle  is  all  but  won. 

Getting  back  to  the  gains  recently  returned  to  the  coin  collectors 
are  the  assignment  of  the  date  1965  to  all  five  standard  coins;  the 
release  of  mint  totals  for  the  year  1965,  and  a  promise  for  serious 
review  of  the  situation  July  1,  1966.  Some  battles  are  won  and  are 
behind  us. 

Let’s  all  hope  for  dates  1966  on  all  coins  by  mid-year  with  mint 
marks  and  proof  sets  later  this  year,  and  an  ever-full  “Granary”  of 
coins  for  our  country’s  special  war  on  numismatic  “poverty”  for  many 
years  to  come. 


M.  H.  BOLENDER  RETIRES 
FROM  GUIDE  BOOK  PANEL 


Panelists  on  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  come  and  go 
from  one  revised  edition  to  the  next,  with  little  fanfare.  The  nature 
of  this  annual  gathering  of  judgment  and  statistics  precludes  any 
flamboyant  public  notice.  The  very  soul  of  the  operation  is  its  im¬ 
personality,  its  character  of  amalgamation  of  opinions  and  data  into 
one  great  consensus  without  identification  of  any  single  contributing 
panelist. 

We  break  with  tradition  rarely  and  only  when  it  comes  to  an  out¬ 
standing  individual,  one  who  has  served  this  group  with  distinction. 
Our  exception  is  our  old-time  friend  and  adviser,  M.  H.  Bolender.  A 
few  days  ago,  anticipating  my  annual  invitation  to  him  to  join  the 
Red  Book  panel,  he  wrote  in  part: 

“I  am  writing  to  report  to  you  that  the  doctors  tell  me  to  ‘slow 
down’  and  take  things  easier  so  I  will  not  have  the  pleasure  to  work 
this  year  on  the  Guide  Book,  as  before  ...  so  I  am  to  lead  an  easy  life, 
read  a  lot,  a  little  exercise,  look  at  TV,  visit  with  friends  and  rela¬ 
tives  .  .  .  and  attend  church  regularly.  And  go  to  a  few  of  the  many 
coin  clubs  that  I  belong  to,  for  I  enjoy  them.” 

My  answer  to  him  is  also  quoted  here,  in  part: 

“I  was  glad  to  receive  your  letter  but  understandably  am  disap¬ 
pointed  that  you  will  not  be  among  those  who  will  expertize  the  1967 
Red  Book  .  .  . 

“I  can  only  say  that  you  have  served  the  whole  numismatic  fraternity 
more  years  than  we  have  a  right  to  expect.  I  think  it  is  fair  and 
reasonable  that  you  relax  and  enjoy  the  hobby  in  the  company  of 
fellow  numismatists  at  your  own  sensible  pace.  I  look  forward  to 
seeing  you  whenever  our  paths  cross.” 

All  collectors  of  United  States  coins,  and  early  silver  dollars  parti¬ 
cularly,  will  join  wholeheartedly  with  me  in  wishing  “M.  H.”  well. 
Our  hats  are  off  to  one  of  the  greatest  servants  of  our  science  and 
hobby. 
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New  Issues — World  Coins 

The  coordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is 
Ernst  Kraus,  393  Seventh  Avenue,  Room  939,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001. 
Specimens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are 
photographed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recog¬ 
nition  of  their  cooperation. 


BAHAMAS 

May  25  wifi  be  a  big  day  in  the  monetary  history  of  the  Bahamas, 
for  that  is  when  this  British  island  colony  switches  from  its  historic 
pounds,  shillings  and  pence  to  a  decimal  currency  consisting  of  dollars 
and  cents. 

Intense  interest  has  centered  around  the  coins  designed  by  Arnold 
Machin,  a  Royal  Academician  and  a  leading  English  coin  designer. 
Machin’s  famed  effigy  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  II  is  featured 


New  Coins  of  the  Bahamas. 
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IN  THE  MIDWEST 

WHOLESALE  EXCLUSIVELY 

featuring 

WHITMAN 

COIN  SUPPLIES 

And  All  Leading 
Stamp  and  Coin  Lines 

2304  17th  Street 
RACINE,  WISCONSIN 
Phone  414-637-3441 

NEW  YORK  OFFICE: 

17-19  Sheer  Plaza 
Plainview,  Long  Island,  N.Y. 

516-694-7520 

CANADIAN  DIVISION: 

Don  Hirschhorn  Ltd.,  4180  De  Courtrai  St.  Suite  265 

Montreal,  Canada 
Phone  514  342-0152 

EUROPEAN  DIVISION: 

Don  Hirschhorn  Ltd.,  2  St.  Nicholas  Buildings, 
Newcastle  Upon  Tyne  1,  England 

COMPLETE  STOCK  AT  ALL  BRANCHES ,  SERVICING  DEALERS  ONLY 


Harold  Richow 
Manager 
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on  the  obverse  of  each  of  the  coins,  which  are  being  minted  by  the 
Royal  Mint  in  London. 

The  reverses  of  the  coins  feature  objects  symbolic  of  this  island 
playground — conch  shell,  native  sloop,  flamingoes,  jumping  marlin, 
and  hibiscus  blossom. 

A  $5  coin — one  of  the  biggest  silver  pieces  ever  issued  in  the 
Western  hemisphere — and  a  silver  $2  coin  are  the  standouts  of  the 
nine-piece  series.  These  two  coins — each  0.925  fine  silver  and  0.075 


copper — and  a  silver  dollar  and  50-cent  piece  of  0.800  fine  each,  are 
the  most  valuable  of  the  group.  The  series  also  includes  a  25-cent 
coin,  a  square  15-cent  piece,  a  scalloped  10-cent  piece,  five-cent  and 
one-cent  coins.  All  of  these  will  be  placed  on  sale  to  collectors  in  the 
form  of  selected  specimen  sets  beginning  in  March.  All  specimen 
coins  will  be  selected  by  the  Royal  Mint  and  packaged  with  a  card 
bearing  the  Bahamas  Coat  of  Arms  and  a  statement  of  authentication 
by  the  Bahamas  Ministry  of  Finance. 

The  complete  nine-coin  set  is  available  in  leatherette  case  for  $16 
American.  Its  sale  is  limited  to  five  sets  per  person.  The  seven-coin 
set — all  but  the  B$5  and  B$2  silver  pieces — is  offered  in  pliofilm 
case  at  $5.25  American  and  is  limited  to  10  sets  per  person.  Prices 
include  cost  of  packaging,  mailing  and  insuring. 

Checks  or  money  orders  should  be  addressed  to:  The  Treasury, 
P.O.  Box  557,  Nassau,  Bahamas.  Postage  to  the  Bahamas  is  13  cents 
airmail  for  the  first  half -ounce,  11  cents  surface  mail  for  the  first 
ounce. 

A  completely  new  issue  of  paper  money  is  also  to  be  released  in 
May.  Denominations  will  consist  of  50  cents,  1,  3,  5,  10,  20,  50  and 
100  Dollars.  The  new  Bahamas  Dollar  will  be  worth  98  cents  U.S. 


BRAZIL 

Three  new  coins  have  been  released  as  part  of  the  recent  coinage 
reform.  They  are  a  5  Cruzeiros  of  aluminum,  100  and  200  Cruzeiros 
in  copper-nickel.  These  will  be  described  and  illustrated  in  a  future 
issue. 
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U  S.  GOLD  COINS  FOR  SALE 

% 

BR.  UNC.  ST.  GAUDENS  $20  Price  each  $49.95  Your  choice:  1908  P  NM,  1910  P, 
1914  D,  1927  P.  Also  1907  P  NM(BU)  $54.95. 

BR.  UNC.  LIBERTY  $20  Price  each  $49.95  Your  choice:  1900  P,  1904  P,  1907  P.  Other 
BU  Liberty  $20  $54.95  ea.  Choice:  1901  P,  1903  P. 

BR.  UNC.  LIBERTY  $10  Price  each  $28.50  Your  choice:  1886  S,  1888  S,  1899  S. 
Other  BU  Liberty  $10  $32.50  ea.  Your  choice:  1887  S,  1889  S,  1906  D,  1906  S. 

BR.  UNC.  LIBERTY  $5  Price  each  $21.99.  Date:  1901  S  only.  Other  BU  Liberty  $5 
$22.50  ea.  Your  choice:  1879  S,  1882  P,  1895  P,  1900  P,  1903  P,  1908  P.  Other  BU 
Liberty  $5  $23.50  ea.  Choice:  1898  P,  1899  P,  1901  P,  1906  P. 

BR.  UNC.  INDIAN  $5  Price  each  $23.95.  Your  choice:  1910  P,  1911  P,  1912  P,  1913 
P,  1914  P.  Other  BU  Indian  $5  $24.95  ea.  Your  choice:  1908  P,  1909  D,  1915  P. 


BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED  SILVER  DOLLARS  FOR  SALE 


1878  7  F  . 

.  3.95 

1880  P  . 

....  2.59 

1885  P 

1.79 

1891  O  . 

8.75 

1878  %  . 

_ 13.50 

1881  O 

1.79 

1885  O 

1.79 

1892  O 

.9.75 

1878  CC 

.  8.25 

1881  S  . 

1.95 

1886  P 

1.79 

1898  O  . 

.  2.99 

1878  S  . 

.......  2.29 

1882  P 

...  2.25 

1887  P 

1.79 

1899  O 

1  99 

1878  8  . 

. 10.50 

1882  O 

1.95 

1887  O 

3.19 

1900  P 

2  25 

1879  P 

. .  2.69 

1882  S  . 

...  1.99 

1888  P 

1.79 

i  onn 

o  in 

1879  O  . 

.  4.50 

1883  P 

...  2.19 

1888  O 

1.99 

1 7UU  vJ  .. 

L.  \  u 

1879  S  . 

.  1.95 

1883  O 

1.79 

1889  P  . 

2.25 

1901  O  . 

.  1.99 

1880  O  . 

.  2.75 

1884  P 

....  2.25 

1889  O  . 

8.25 

1902  O  . 

.  1.89 

1880  S  . 

.  2.25 

1884  O 

....  1.79 

1890  O 

3.89 

1904  O 

2.50 

AUSTRIAN 

PROOF 

SETS  ON 

SALE 

1964  9  pc.  Olympic  proof  set  in  proof  pouch.  Special:  $4.79  per  set. 

1965  University  of  Vienna  commemorative  set  in  official  Austrian  numbered  leather 
holder.  Mintage  38,000.  Contains  50,25,10  and  5  Schillings  (all  silver).  Official  mint 
price:  $15.00.  Our  price:  $9.50  per  set. 

1965  7  Piece  proof  set.  Contains  10  and  5  Schillings  as  well  as  1  Schilling,  50,10,5 
and  2  Groschen  pieces  in  proof  pouch.  Special:  $1.59  per  set.  10  sets  $13.95. 


BR.  UNC.  U.S.  MINT  SETS  FOR  SALE.  Each  set  is  priced  right  for  you.  Sets  come  pack¬ 
aged  in  your  choice  of  plastic  snap  lok  holders  or  heat  sealed  in  proof  set  type 
pouches. 


1952 

PDS- 

-15 

coins . 

. . $26.50 

1960 

PD 

-10 

coins . . . 

. $4.85 

1953 

PDS- 

-15 

coins . 

.  26.50 

1961 

PD 

-10 

coins .  . 

_  4.19 

1954 

PDS- 

-15 

coins . 

.  ...  12.75 

1962 

PD 

-10 

coins .  . 

.  3.99 

1955 

PDS- 

-11 

coins . 

.  19.95 

1963 

PD 

-10 

coins . 

.  3.10 

1956 

PD  - 

-  9 

coins . 

6.25 

1964 

PD 

-10 

coins . 

.  2.99 

1957 

PD  - 

-10 

coins 

.  5.59 

Canadian  Sets 

1958 

PD  - 

-10 

coins . 

_  8.65 

1963- 

-6 

coins . 

_  3.59 

1959 

PD  - 

-10 

coins . 

.  5.39 

1964- 

-6 

coins . 

.  3.39 

Please  add  25$  handling  on  orders  under  $5  only.  Otherwise  everything  is  postpaid 
and  insured  to  you. 

GERALD  ZAID  (A  N  A.) 

P.O.  Box  3488  Dept.  W  Philadelphia  22,  Penna. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA— Correction 

The  name  of  the  designer  on  the  commemorative  10  Korun  1965 
issued  by  Czechoslovakia  and  showing  the  portrait  of  Jan  Hus,  illus¬ 
trated  in  the  November,  1965  Journal,  should  read  K.  LIDICKY,  and 
not  KUDICKY  as  described.  We  wish  to  thank  Richard  Bareuther, 
who  pointed  this  out  to  us. 


DENMARK 

Our  friend  and  correspondent  living  in  Denmark,  Mr.  E.  Funder, 
wrote  concerning  the  new  Danish  5  ore,  Y68.  He  stated  that  its  first 
year  of  issue  is  1960  and  not  1963.  He  went  on  to  say  that  a  few 
were  made  by  mistake  in  1962  in  copper-nickel.  He  obtained  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  error  from  the  National  Bank  of  Denmark. 


FRANCE 


Tentative  Tentative 

Catalog  No.  Value  (Unc.) 

107  V2  Franc  Nickel  1965 . $  .20 


This  coin  was  described  and  illustrated  in  the  November,  1964 
Journal  as  being  an  issue  of  1964.  The  first  date  of  coinage  for 
circulation  is  actually  1965;  the  piece  illustrated  previously  is 
a  1964  Essai. 

The  same  is  true  for  the  10  Franc  silver  coin,  which  should  be 
listed  as  follows: 

111  10  Francs  Silver  1965 .  3.50 

The  V2  Franc  was  submitted  through  courtesy  of  Kenn  Hender¬ 
son,  International  Nickel  Company. 


FRENCH  OCEANIA 
(La  Polynesie  Francaise) 

5  50  Centimes  Aluminum  1965  . 15 

Obverse:  Seated  liberty  looking  left,  holding  a  torch  and  a 
cornucopia,  date  between  Paris  mint  marks  below.  Legend 
around:  REPUBLIQUE  FRANCAISE.  Reverse:  Harbor  scene, 
boat  and  trees,  legend  in  center:  POLYNESIE  FRANCAISE, 
value  on  sides.  Plain  edge.  This  French  possession  was  renamed 
in  1957,  and  was  formerly  called  French  Oceania.  Except  for  the 
new  name,  the  general  design  of  this  issue  was  retained  as 
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HUDGEONS  E-Z  SEAL 

COIN  HOLDER 


New  High-Speed  manufacturing  techniques  now  enable 
us  to  offer  our  famous  coin  holders  at  this  new  low 
price. 

STILL  THE  BEST 


now  in  sizes 
.  .  easy  to  type  on 
, no  staples  to  rust 

. ultra-thin  design 

. guaranteed  to  stick 

.....  proven  faster  to  use 

. air-tight  protection 

. fits  all  U.S.  and  foreign  coins 


HUDGEONS  E-Z  PRODUCTS 

5817  SMITH  ROAD 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO  44142 
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it  appeared  on  these  coins  since  1949. 


7  2  Francs  Aluminum  1965  . 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value. 
Courtesy  Lauren  Benson  and  Bernard  M.  O’Hea. 


.35 


INDIA 


84  1  Paisa  Aluminum  1965  . 10 

Obverse:  The  Asoka  Pillar  in  the  center,  Devanagari  legend  at 
left:  BHARAT,  English  legend  at  right:  INDIA.  Reverse: 
Numeral  1  in  center,  date  below,  dot  for  Bombay  mint  under¬ 
neath,  Devanagari  legend  for  value  at  left,  PAISA  in  English 
at  right.  Square  planchet. 

Courtesy  Santosh  Kumar,  Carlo  Valdettaro. 

PERU 

400th  Anniversary  of  the  Lima  Mint 


59  25  C.entavos  Brass  1965  . 25 

Obverse:  A  replica  of  the  first  Peruvian  coin,  an  8  Reales,  which 
was  struck  at  the  Lima  mint.  Dates  below:  1565-1965,  above: 
LIMA.  Legend  around  the  outer  circle:  CVATRI  CENTENARIO 
DE  LA  FVNDACION  DE  LA  CASA  DE  MONEDA.  Reverse: 
Arms  within  wreath,  value  below.  Legend  around:  BANCO 
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$2.10 


Postpaid 


1964-P  or  1964-D  MINT  SET 

In  Plastic  Holder 


Both 


$4.20 


These  attractive  sets  are  in  6  beautiful  colors. 


Black 


Cleai 


Yellow 


Green 


Red 


Blue 


and  include  the  Kennedy  Half  Dollar. 

ORDER  NOW  WHILE  SUPPLY  LASTS 

Orders  in  Lots  of  10  or  More — $2.00  each.  California  Residents  Add  4%  Sales  Tax 


B.  MAX  MEHL  COMPANY 


P.O.  Box  1298  (WJ)  Beverly  Hills,  California  90213 

Telephone:  (Area  Code  213)  -  274-6217 
Oldest  Established  Coin  Business  in  the  U.S.,  founded  in  1901 

This  is  our  21  sf  consecutive  advertisement  in  this  publication 


Service . 


•  •  has  been  the  secret  of  our  suc¬ 
cess  ...  it  has  placed  us  at  the 
pinnacle  of  suppliers  of  all 
numismatic  accessories  that  are 
advertised. 


We  are  prompt  .  .  .  efficient! 
Every  Whitman  product ,  of  course! 

East  or  West  M.  MEGHRIG  &  SONS  Serves  You  Best 

In  New  York  (10003):  239  Park  Avenue  South,  GRamercy  3-8150 
In  Los  Angeles  (90005) :  525  South  Western  Avenue,  DUnkirk  8-9393 
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CENTRAL  DE  RESERVA  DEL  PERV.  Signature  of  the  de¬ 
signer  PAREJAR  at  lower  left.  Reeded  edge. 


60  1  Sol  Brass  1965  . 75 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value. 

61  20  Soles  Silver  1965  .  5.00 


Design  similar  to  the  above.  These  are  struck  in  .835  fine  silver 
and  are  26.4  mm.  in  diameter.  100,000  are  reported  to  have  been 
struck.  # 

62  40  Soles  Gold  1965  . — 

Design  similar  to  the  above. 

63  100  Soles  Gold  1965  . — 

Also  similar  in  design.  These  gold  pieces  have  a  reported  coinage 
of  only  3,000  pieces  each. 

Courtesy  Lauren  Benson,  Jack  Friedberg,  Gimbels  Coin  Depart¬ 
ment,  Clarence  Grant  of  Perera  and  Company,  Miami. 


SOMALIA 

A  new  set  of  gold  “coinage”  has  recently  been  announced  for  this 
country.  Designs  are  uniform  for  all  four  values;  the  obverse  shows  a 
facing  portrait  of  Aden  Abdullah  Osman  and  dates  1960-1965.  The 
reverse  has  the  Somalia  Arms  with  value  beneath. 

8,000  sets  were  produced  and  these  are  now  to  be  offered  for  sale, 
presumably  to  collectors.  As  with  some  other  modern  gold  issues,  the 
credibility  of  these  pieces  is  under  investigation. 


SOUTH  VIETNAM 

New  5  and  10  Dong  coins  dated  1964  have  just  been  released.  These 
will  be  described  and  illustrated  in  a  future  issue. 


SOUTH  AFRICA— Additional  Credit 

For  the  new  South  African  nickel  coinage  illustrated  in  this  section 
recently,  credit  should  also  go  to  Mr.  Kenn  Henderson  of  International 
Nickel  Company  in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned. 
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Jerusalem  the  Holy  Hebrew  script  from  coins  of  the  First  Revolt 


NINTH  AND  LAST  in  the  series  featuring 
historical  cities  in  Israel 


Obverse:  'Mountains  round  about  Jerusalem’,  a  symbolic 
impression  by  Jean  David. 


Reverse:  Replica  of  a  Bar-Kochba  coin  (sela),  featuring,  as 
believed,  the  columned  facade  of  the  Temple. 

Bronze  45  mm  $  4  Silver  45  mm  $14  (Mailing  included) 

THE  SERIES  COMPRISES  COIN-MEDALS  OF  ASHKELON,  ACRE, 
TIBERIAS,  BEIT-SHE’AN,  AVDAT,  CAESAREA,  JAFFA,  LOD, 
AND  JERUSALEM. 

The  proceeds  from  sales  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  preservation  and 
restoration  of  historical  sites. 

A  SPECIAL  ALBUM  HAS  BEEN  DESIGNED  TO  CONTAIN  THIS  SERIES 
IT  IS  ACCOMPANIED  BY  A  RICHLY  ILLUSTRATED  BOOKLET  WITH 
HISTORICAL  AND  NUMISMATIC  DETAILS. 

Available  from: 

ISRAEL  GOVERNMENT  COINS 
AND  MEDALS  CORPORATION 

1  1  Keren  Hayesod  Street,  Jerusalem^ 

I _ _ 
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SWEDEN 

The  new  1966  Swedish  crown-size  5  Kroner  has  been  announced. 
It  will  be  described  and  illustrated  in  a  future  issue. 

TONGA 

Tonga  is  about  to  join  the  growing  ranks  of  nations  on  the  decimal 
system.  The  new  Tonga  unit  will  be  called  the  Pu’unga,  divided  into 
100  Sintisi.  Also  planned  is  a  Coronation  set  of  coins  honoring  King 
Tupou  IV. 

This  information  courtesy  B.  M.  O’Hea. 

ZAMBIA 

The  new  Zambian  crown  has  recently  been  announced.  It  will  be 
described  and  illustrated  in  a  future  issue. 

^Whitman  ^JVuniisnui  tic  ^Journal 
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Quarter  Page  . 
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.  18.00 

MECHANICAL  REQUIREMENTS 

SIZE  WIDTH  DEPTH 


Full  Page  . 4"  6%" 

Half  Page  . 4"  3%" 

Quarter  Page  . 2"  3Vs" 


REFERENCES  are  required  of  all  new 
advertisers  not  known  to  the  publishers. 

CLOSING  DATE  is  the  10th  of  the  second 
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POSITION  is  not  guaranteed.  The  pub¬ 
lishers  reserve  the  right  to  place  all  ad¬ 
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COPY  should,  be  typewritten.  The  pub¬ 
lishers  are  not  liable  for  handwritten 
copy. 

CONTRACT  ADVERTISERS  must  fur¬ 
nish  new  copy  by  closing  date ;  otherwise 
previous  copy  will  be  re-run.  All  contract 
ads  must  run  in  consecutive  issues.  Con¬ 
tract  rates  will  hold  to  Jan.  1,  1967. 


ADVERTISING  from  minors  will  not  be 
accepted. 

CUTS:  120  line  screen,  to  be  furnished 
and  paid  for  by  the  advertiser.  Glossy 
photos  or  drawings  may  be  submitted  to 
have  cuts  made  at  cost. 

CASH  WITH  ORDER:  Above  rates  are 
cash  in  advance.  Credit  will  be  extended 
to  approved  accounts. 

ODD  SIZE  ads  not  accepted.  Only  those 
fractional  parts  of  a  page  listed  above 
will  be  accepted. 

PUBLISHERS  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or 
reject  advertising  copy.  The  publishers 
will  not  be  responsible  for  any  product 
offered  or  representation  made  by  any 
advertiser. 

PUBLISHERS’  liability  for  an  error  in 
ad  advertisement  shall  not  exceed  such 
portion  of  the  entire  cost  of  the  insertion 
as  the  space  occupied  by  the  advertise¬ 
ment. 

SPECIAL  printing  arrangements  such  as 
color  advertising,  tip-ins,  gate  folds,  re¬ 
ply  cards,  etc.  may  be  arranged.  Write 
giving  full  details. 
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Is  Buying 
and  Selling 

Brilliant  Uncirculated 

UNITED  STATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

SILVER  AND  GOLD 

Write  for  Price  List 

| BROWN 

18  North  State  St.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077 
Area  Code  216-357-5544 

Send  for  our  free  coin  supply  catalogue 


if  it's  absolutely  the  FINEST  coin  holder  made  .  .  . 
if  it’s  part  of  the  most  complete  line  available  .  .  . 
if  if s  IMMEDIATELY  AVAILABLE  .  .  . 
and  backed  by  NATIONAL  advertising  .  .  . 
and  if  it’s  unconditionally  GUARANTEED  .  .  . 


CAPITAL  PLASTICS  INC.  •  3136  Dellwood  Ave.,  N.W./ 


CANTON  8,  OHIO 
44708 

GReenwood  7-2281 
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Offa  of  Mercia 

757-796 


Despite  his  considerable  politi¬ 
cal  accomplishments,  King  Offa 
of  Mercia  is  most  widely  remem¬ 
bered  today  for  his  numismatic 
achievements.  His  gold  coin,  the 
first  Anglo-Sdxon  piece  in  that 
metal  aside  from  a  few  small  imi¬ 
tations  of  continental  issues,  was 
struck  for  a  unique  purpose  and 
graced  with  a  unique  design.  His 
silver  coins  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  new  series  based  upon  a  new 
monetary  system.  These  two  facts 
alone  are  sufficient  to  ensure  Offa 
a  prominent  place  in  numismatics, 
while  his  own  actions  have  carved 
him  a  significant  niche  in  early 
English  history. 

At  the  time  of  Offa’s  rein,  Eng¬ 
land  was  divided  into  seven 
loosely  defined  kingdoms.  These 
included  Kent,  the  Saxon  states  of 


Four  typical  portrait  pen 
are,  left  to  right,  Aired, 


Essex,  Wessex  and  Sussex  (for 
the  East,  West  and  South  Sax¬ 
ons)  ,  and  the  Anglian  states  of 
East  Anglia,  Northumbria  and 
Mercia.  The  leaders  of  these  king¬ 
doms  exercised  varying  degrees 
of  control  over  their  subjects  and 
warred  intermittently  with  each 
other  and  with  the  neighboring 
Welsh.  While  spiritual  unity  pre¬ 
vailed  through  the  administrations 
of  the  Archbishops  of  York  in  the 
north  and  Canterbury  in  the 
south,  England  was  politically 
disunited. 

Offa’s  immediate  predecessor  on 
the  Mercian  throne  was  Aethel- 
bald,  who  ruled  from  716  to  757. 
During  the  early  years  of  his 
reign  this  king  gradually  ex¬ 
tended  his  dominion  over  most  of 
southern  England  until  a  rebel- 


lies  of  Offa.  The  moneyers 
Ciolhard,  Dud  and  Lulla. 
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Four  later  pennies  of  Offa  without  the  king’s  portrait.  Moneyers  are  Ahlmund,  Dei- 
mund,  Ecbald  and  Ethbea.  The  Ecbald  coin,  probably  unique,  reads  OFFA  rather  than 
the  usual  OFFA  REX. 


lion  by  Cuthred  of  Wessex  cul¬ 
minated  in  Aethelbald’s  defeat 
in  752.  The  last  five  years  of  his 
reign  saw  a  considerable  loss  in 
Mercian  power.  In  757  Aethelbald 
was  murdered  at  night  by  his 
own  bodyguard,  a  common  enough 
fate  for  a  Roman  emperor  but  an 
almost  unique  end  for  an  Anglo- 
Saxon  king. 

Beornred,  a  distant  relative 
who  took  the  throne,  may  have 
been  involved  in  the  assassina¬ 
tion  plot.  In  any  event,  he  held  it 
only  momentarily.  Within  the 
year  he  was  defeated  and  ousted 
by  Offa,  the  natural  heir  and  a 
grandson  of  Aethelbald’s  cousin. 

Offa  lost  no  time  in  establish¬ 
ing  himself.  He  had  little  diffi¬ 
culty  consolidating  his  position  in 
Mercia  and  by  760  he  had  begun 
the  task  of  extending  his  domin¬ 


ion  over  the  smaller  southern 
states.  Weakness  in  Wessex 
helped  him,  and  he  was  able  to 
increase  Mercian  power  consider¬ 
ably  during  the  first  twenty  years 
of  his  reign.  He  annexed  certain 
small  territories  to  Mercia  and  re¬ 
duced  the  kings  of  other  terri¬ 
tories  to  a  state  of  vassalage.  In 
774  he  defeated  the  Kentish 
forces  at  Otford.  Three  years 
later  Wessex  finally  stood  against 
him  under  Cynewulf,  and  Offa 
triumphed  conclusively  at  the 
battle  of  Bensington. 

This  battle  established  Offa 
throughout  southern  England; 
from  then  until  his  death  he  was 
never  seriously  challenged.  As  Sir 
Charles  Oman  points  out  in  Eng¬ 
land  Before  the  Norman  Con¬ 
quest,  “From  777  .  .  .  down  to  his 
death  in  796,  Offa  ruled  England 


Two  silver  pennies  of  Offa’s  wife  Queen  Cynethrith. 
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south  of  the  Humber  with  a  com¬ 
pleteness  of  authority  which  none 
of  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed 
for  such  a  long  period  of  years. 
On  the  continent  he  seems  to  have 
been  regarded  as  monarch  of  the 
whole  English  nation — Pope  Had¬ 
rian  I  formally  addressed  him 
as  Rex  Anglorum ,  Charlemagne 
dealt  with  him  almost  as  an  equal. 
Normally  their  relations  were 
friendly,  and  at  one  time  there 
were  long  negotiations  for  the 
marriage  of  one  of  Offa’s  daugh¬ 
ters  to  Charles  the  Younger,  the 
eldest  son  of  the  great  Frankish 
king.” 

With  his  English  lands  sub¬ 
dued,  Offa  turned  his  attention  to 
Wales  and  launched  three  success- 
ful  invasions  across  the  Welsh 
border,  one  of  which  resulted  in 
the  annexation  of  considerable 
Welsh  territory.  At  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  one  of  these  campaigns  he 
built  an  earthen  dyke  along  the 
Welsh  border.  The  dyke  still 
exists,  and  is  known  as  Clawd 
Offa,  or  Offa’s  dyke.  Unlike 
Hadrian’s  Wall,  the  fortified 
Roman  wall  in  Northumberland, 
Offa’s  Dyke  seems  to  have  been 
designed  merely  as  a  line  of  de¬ 
marcation  to  show  the  Welsh  how 
far  they  could  penetrate  without 
provoking  war. 

Offa  seems  to  have  been  as  good 
at  administration  as  he  was  at 
conquest.  He  evidently  realized 
that  a  feudal  monarch  could  best 
secure  his  position  by  limiting 
the  power  of  his  individual  vas¬ 
sals.  Toward  this  end  he  fre¬ 
quently  established  several  kings 
in  a  single  province,  all  reigning 
at  once  as  Offa’s  vassals. 

History  has  remembered  little 
of  Offa’s  personal  character.  We 
know  that  he  derived  his  name 
from  a  direct  ancestor  named 
Offa  who  reigned  over  the  Angles 


on  the  continent  in  the  later 
fourth  century.  This  earlier  Offa 
was  the  most  important  Anglian 
hero  and  was  later  mentioned  in 
the  Anglo-Saxon  epic,  Beowulf. 

Offa  was  a  benefactor  of  the 
Church  and  a  builder  of  churches 
and  monasteries;  he  has  been 
credited  with  building  both  St. 
Alban’s  and  the  edifice  which 
Edward  the  Confessor  would  later 
develop  into  Westminster  Abbey. 
At  the  same  time  he  attempted 
to  keep  the  Church  subservient 
through  the  same  system  of  divi¬ 
sion  and  conquest  which  worked 
so  well  for  him  in  his  southern 
territories.  With  the  acquiescence 
of  Pope  Hadrian,  the  areas  of 
Mercia  and  East  Anglia  were  re¬ 
moved  from  the  dominion  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
placed  under  a  newly-created 
Archbishop  of  Lichfield. 

Oman  suggests  that  this  was 
an  unnecessary  step,  that  Kent, 
home  province  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  had  been  loyal  to 
Offa  ever  since  774.  It  seems 
likely  that  Offa  may  have  had  the 
more  devious  purpose  of  creating 
a  second  archbishopric  in  order 
to  see  the  power  of  the  Church 
in  his  territories  placed  in  two 
hands  instead  of  one,  and  thus 
to  increase  his  own  personal  posi¬ 
tion  in  relation  to  that  of  the 
Archbishop. 

The  new  archbishopric  did  not 
long  endure.  It  was  established  in 
787;  sixteen  years  later,  with 
Offa  several  years  in  his  grave, 
another  Mercian  king  forced  Hig- 
bert  of  Lichfield  to  resign  and 
re-established  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  in  his  territories. 

While  this  episode  had  little 
long-term  effect  upon  ecclesi¬ 
astical  matters  in  England,  it  did 
provide  the  world  of  numismatics 
with  an  extraordinary  coin.  In 
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Unique  gold  dinar  of  King  Offa  c.  786,  found  at  Rome.  British  Museum  Collection. 


gratitude  for  Pope  Hadrian’s 
efforts,  Offa  pledged  himself  to 
send  365  gold  mancuses  to  Rome 
each  year — one  coin,  no  doubt,  for 
each  day  of  the  year.  This  dona¬ 
tion  was  to  be  used  for  alms  and 
for  the  lighting  of  St.  Peter’s, 
and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
phrase  “Peter’s  Pence,”  used  to 
describe  the  tax  of  a  penny  a  year 
paid  by  each  faithful  household 
in  England  to  the  Pope,  derived 
from  this  early  bequest  of  Offa’s. 

The  gold  coins  which  Offa  sent 
to  Pope  Hadrian  were  wholly  un¬ 
like  anything  that  had  been  pre¬ 
viously  produced  in  England. 
They  were  not  executed  in  the 
usual  Anglo-Saxon  style,  nor 
were  they  imitations  of  Roman  or 
Frankish  issues.  On  the  contrary, 
they  were  copied  from  dirhems  of 
the  Saracen  Caliphs. 

According  to  Oman,  “Chance 
has  preserved  a  single  specimen 
of  Offa’s  mancus.  ...  It  bears  on 
both  sides  a  blundered  Arabic  in¬ 
scription,  across  which  the  words 
OFFA  REX  are  engraved  in 
large  characters.  This  was  a  most 
exceptional  piece  of  money;  there 
had  been  a  little  gold  coined  in 
England  at  an  earlier  date,  very 
small  pieces  copied  from  the 
Frankish  tremissis ,  but  it  had 
long  gone  out  of  currency,  and 
the  striking  of  this  larger  coin 
was  abnormal;  there  is  nothing 
to  compare  it  with  in  the  Hep- 


tarchic  Age  except  a  solidus  of 
Archbishop  Wigmund  of  York 
(837-54).”  This  later  coin  which 
Oman  mentions  was  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  in  style. 

With  this  one  interesting  ex¬ 
ception,  all  of  Offa’s  coins  were 
struck  in  silver.  He  was  an  in¬ 
novator  in  this  area,  abandoning 
the  old  sceat  denomination  and 
coining  silver  pennies  based  upon 
the  Frankish  denier,  which  in 
turn  derived  from  the  Roman 
denarius.  In  this  respect,  Offa 
may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
fathers  of  the  present  English 
monetary  system. 

These  pennies  of  Offa  were 
struck  in  a  great  variety  of  de¬ 
signs  which  may  be  divided  into 
two  major  classes.  The  earlier 
issues  have  the  king’s  bust  on 
the  obverse  along  with  the  legend 
OFFA  REX.  Later  pieces  elim¬ 
inate  the  portrait  and  show  the 
legend  OFFA  REX  (or  occa¬ 
sionally  just  OFFA)  with  an 
ornamental  design.  Reverses  of 
both  types  show  a  similar  orna¬ 
mental  design  plus  the  name  of 
the  moneyer.  A  representative 
group  of  these  pennies  is  illus¬ 
trated  here.  For  a  more  detailed 
account  of  these  issues,  the  reader 
may  refer  to  any  of  the  standard 
works  on  Anglo-Saxon  coins  or  to 
The  Coinage  of  Offa ,  by  Richard 
Cyril  Lockett,  and  English  Ham¬ 
mered  Coinage ,  by  J.  J.  North. 
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Pennies  of  Jaenbert  and  Aethelheard,  Archbishops  of 
Canterbury  during  Offa’s  reign. 


In  addition  to  Offa’s  own  coin¬ 
age,  the  issues  of  several  other 
individuals  are  related  to  his 
reign.  Two  Archbishops  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  Jaenbert  (766-791)  and 
Aethelheard  (791-805),  issued  sil¬ 
ver  pennies  with  Offa’s  name  on 
the  reverse,  ‘as  did  Eadbert,  a 
Bishop  of  London.  Several  of  the 
kings  of  Offa’s  territories  issued 
coins  in  their  own  names,  but 
these  pieces  did  not  refer  to  the 
King  of  Mercia.  Finally,  pennies 
were  struck  with  the  name  and 
portrait  of  Cynethrith,  Offa’s 
wife. 

Legends  assign  Cynethrith  a 
role  in  the  one  horrid  act  of  Offa’s 
which  has  come  down  to  us,  the 
murder  of  the  young  King  Aethel- 
bert  of  East  Anglia  in  793.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  legend,  Aethelbert  was 
offered  the  hand  of  Offa’s  daugh¬ 
ter  Aelfthryth;  this  promise  drew 
him  to  the  Mercian  court,  where 
he  was  murdered  by  Queen 
Cynethryth  and  his  lands  an¬ 
nexed  by  Offa. 


Had  Offa  been  able  to  establish 
an  enduring  dynasty,  it  is  likely 
that  his  lands  would  have  been 
fused  into  a  single  kingdom.  If 
so,  the  whole  course  of  English 
history  could  well  have  been 
altered,  with  the  countryside  bet¬ 
ter  equipped  to  resist  the  Danish 
invasions.  The  first  Danes  landed 
on  English  soil  in  793,  and  three 
years  later  Offa  died  in  mid¬ 
summer  after  a  reign  of  39  years. 

His  son  Ecgferth  was  his  un¬ 
contested  successor.  Offa  had 
taken  the  wise  step  of  making  the 
young  man  a  sort  of  auxiliary 
king  during  his  own  lifetime,  and 
Ecgferth  might  well  have  con¬ 
tinued  in  his  father’s  tracks.  In¬ 
stead  he  followed  his  father  to 
the  grave  in  November  of  the 
same  year,  and  Offa’s  line  died 
with  him.  Ecgferth  had  no  time  to 
strike  coins  of  his  own,  or  indeed 
to  do  much  of  anything.  The 
prospect  of  a  strong  central  mon¬ 
arch  for  England  was  tempo¬ 
rarily  shattered. 


A  penny  of  Eadbert,  Bishop  of  London. 
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PHILIPPINE 

SPECIALS 


Pesos  (crowns)  1  907-S-l  909-S 
VG-VF  each  $2.00  3  for  $5.00 

Culion  Leper  Colony  Pesos 
1925  F/VF  $2.50  each 

Orders  under  $5.00  add  25<f. 


4# 


Ido  P.  Basso 

132  W.  25th  Ave., 
San  Mateo,  Calif.  94403 


We  are  distributors  of 
Coin  &  Stamp  supplies 
featuring  the  complete 
WHITMAN  Line. 

CHARLTON 

COIN  &  STAMP 

COMPANY 

LIMITED 

J.  E.  &  M.  CHARLTON 

92  Jarvis  St. 

Toronto  1,  Canada 
Established,  1949 


SINGLE  COINS 
or  COLLECTIONS 

Purchased  or  sold  on  your  behalf 

Coins  valued  $50  or  over  acceptable. 
We  are  particularly  interested  in  Eng¬ 
lish  coins,  also  German  19th  and  20th 
century  coins. 


Enquiries  please,  to: 

NICK  PARKER  ENTERPRISES 

HOTEL  RUSSELL,  RUSSELL  SQUARE 
LONDON  W.C.I.,  ENGLAND 
Telephone:  TERminus  6470 

Cables:  PARKER  RUSSOTEL  LONDON 

TELEX  2461 5— PARKER 
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Sterling  Commentary 

by  K.  E.  Bressett ,  F.R.N.S. 

THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND 
TOKENS  1811-1816 


In  1797  there  was  an  acute 
shortage  of  large  size  silver  coins 
in  Great  Britain.  No  crown  size 
pieces  had  been  issued  since  1751 
during  the  reign  of  George  II  and 
all  silver  was  being  hoarded  ex¬ 
tensively.  To  remedy  the  situation 
the  Bank  of  England  started  buy¬ 
ing  Spanish  eight  Real  pieces  or 
“dollars”  and  reissued  them  for 
circulation  after  countermarking 
them  with  an  oval  stamp  bearing 
the  head  of  George  III.  These 
countermarked  “dollars”  were 
valued  at  4  shillings  9  pence  each. 
They  are  usually  coins  of  Charles 
III  or  Charles  IV  of  Spain  and 
most  of  them  came  from  Spanish- 
American  mints  of  Mexico  City, 
Lima  and  Potosi.  Smaller  denomi¬ 
nations  were  also  counterstamped. 

The  countermarked  “dollars” 
were  very  unpopular  with  the 
public  because  of  their  unstable 
value,  the  dislike  of  Spain,  and 
the  flood  of  counterfeit  pieces  in 
circulation.  A  common  jingle  of 


the  time  said:  “The  Bank  to  make 
its  Spanish  dollars  pass,  Stamped 
the  head  of  a  fool  on  the  neck  of 
an  ass.”  In  1799,  to  check  this 
counterfeiting,  a  new  octagonal 
countermark  with  a  larger  bust 
of  the  King  was  used. 

The  price  of  silver  rose  to  a 
point  where  the  countermarked 
dollars  had  to  be  revalued  at  five 
shillings  in  1800,  and  in  1804  it 
was  decided  to  overstrike  the 
Spanish  eight  Real  coins  with 
complete  dies.  The  project  was 
undertaken  by  Matthew  Boulton 


CURRENT  VALUES 

Fine  V.Fine 

Dollar,  with  oval  counterstamp  . $45.00  $  90.00 

Half  Dollar,  with  oval  counterstamp  .  50.00  100.00 

Dollar,  with  octagonal  counterstamp  .  80.00  150.00 


Ex. Fine 

$120.00 

150.00 

225.00 
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BANK  OF  ENGLAND  DOLLARS 
Date  Good  Fine  V.  Fine  E.  Fine  Unc.  Proof 

1804  Britannia  reverse  $10.00  $15.00  $25.00  $50.00  $75.00  $125.00 

1804  Shield  reverse.  Proof  only  125.00 


at  his  foundry  in  Soho  and  the 
dies  were  prepared  by  Conrad 
Kiichler,  the  engraver  who  also 
made  dies  for  the  “cartwheel” 
copper  pieces.  These  coins  bear 
the  inscription  BANK  OF  ENG¬ 
LAND  1804  FIVE  SHILLINGS 
DOLLAR.  They  were  coined  in 
1804,  1810  and  1811,  but  they 
were  all  made  from  dies  dated 
1804.  Traces  of  the  original 
Spanish  dollars  may  be  seen  be¬ 
neath  the  new  design.  Many 
minor  varieties  exist  and  several 
proof  and  pattern  pieces  were 
made  in  various  metals. 

The  following  series  of  tokens 
was  also  issued  by  the  Bank  of 
England  to  alleviate  the  shortage 
of  silver  coins  caused  by  the  rise 
in  the  price  of  silver  during  the 
reign  of  George  III.  These  tokens 
were  made  in  conjunction  with 
the  Bank  of  England  dollars  de¬ 


scribed  above.  The  silver  content 
of  the  tokens  was  somewhat  lower 
than  the  required  standard  for 
Regal  coins,  but  they  did  receive 
general  acceptance. 

An  indication  of  the  official 
status  of  these  pieces  is  given  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament  of  July  29, 
1812.  This,  and  another  act  dated 
May  25,  1813,  forbade  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  all  private  tokens  with  the 
exception  of  the  Bank  of  England 
pieces,  which  continued  to  be 
issued  until  1816.  The  over¬ 
stamped  and  countermarked  Span¬ 
ish  American  dollars  and  the 
Bank  of  England  silver  tokens 
were  withdrawn  from  circulation 
in  1818. 

All  of  these  tokens  were  made 
by  Matthew  Boulton  at  the  Soho 
Mint  in  Birmingham,  and  all  have 
plain  edges.  Two  different  obverse 
types  were  used. 


CURRENT  PRICE  TRENDS 
THREE  SHILLINGS 


Fine  V.Vine  Ex.Fine  Unc. 


1811  Draped  bust  in  armor . $  3.50  $  7.00  $10.00  $  17.50 

1812  Draped  bust  in  armor  . .  3.50  7.00  10.00  17.50 
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THREE  SHIELINGS 


Fine 

V.  Fine 

Ex.  Fine 

Unc. 

1812  Laureate  bust  . 

. $  3.00 

$  6.00 

$  9.00 

$  15.00 

1814  Laureate  bust  . 

.  3.00 

6.00 

9.00 

15.00 

1815  Laureate  bust  . 

.  3.00 

6.00 

9.00 

15.00 

1816  Laureate  *  bust  . 

.  10.00 

20.00 

50.00 

100.00 

ONE  SHILLING,  SIX  PENCE  (18  PENCE) 


Fine 

V.  Fine 

Ex.  Fine 

Unc. 

1811  Draped  bust  in  armor  . 

. $2.75 

$5.00 

$9.00 

$12.00 

1812  Draped  bust  in  armor  . 

.  2.75 

5.00 

9.00 

12.00 

1812  Laureate  bust  . 

.  2.50 

4.50 

8.00 

10.00 

1813  Laureate  bust  . . . 

.  2.50 

4.50 

8.00 

10.00 

1814  Laureate  bust  . 

.  2.50 

4.50 

8.00 

10.00 

1815  Laureate  bust  . 

.  2.50 

4.50 

8.00 

10.00 

1816  Laureate  bust  . 

.  2.50 

4.50 

8.00 

10.00 

Dies  were  prepared  for  a  nine  pence  piece,  but  this  denomination  was 
not  put  into  circulation.  A  similar  series  of  tokens,  in  denominations  of 
six  shillings,  30  pence,  ten  pence,  and  five  pence,  was  made  for  use  in 
Ireland. 
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FLYING  EAGLE 
EENTS 


by  J.  Sherrod  Taylor 


Without  a  doubt,  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  coins  in  American  numis¬ 
matics  are  the  small  cents.  A 
great  many  collectors  began  their 
coin  activities  with  this  series. 
The  first  type  to  appear  in  this 
size  was  the  Flying  Eagle  cent. 

Designed  by  James  B.  Long- 
acre,  these  cents  were  officially 
authorized  by  Congress  by  the 
Act  of  February  21,  1857.  How¬ 
ever,  this  type  coin  had  no  ordi¬ 
nary  beginning.  As  early  as  1853 
mint  officials  were  discussing  a 
change  from  the  then-current 


1855  Pattern  Cent,  Type  of  Judd  172-174 

large  copper  cents.  James  C. 
Booth,  Melter  and  Assayer,  dis¬ 
cussed  with  Director  of  the  Mint 
J.  R.  Snowden  the  possibility  of 
using  German  silver — an  alloy  of 
copper,  nickel,  and  zinc.  But  ex¬ 
perimentation  showed  that  it 
would  be  unacceptable.  The  first 
Flying  Eagle  Cents  were  struck 
in  pure  copper  and  French  bronze 
(95%  copper  4%  tin,  1%  zinc) 
in  1854.  These  patterns  (Judd 
Nos.  163-165)  were  about  one 
and  one-half  times  larger  than 
the  circulation  pieces  of  1857. 


The  design,  though,  was  com¬ 
pletely  different,  the  only  common 
component  being  the  flying  eagle 
design  itself.  Search  for  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  substitute  for  the  large 
copper  cent  continued.  In  1855, 
alloys  of  60%  copper — 40%  nickel 
and  80%  copper — 20%  nickel 
were  used,  but  unfavorably. 
Finally,  in  1856,  an  alloy  of  88% 
copper — 12%  nickel  was  author¬ 
ized,  and  the  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
began  to  take  its  place  alongside 
other  coins  in  the  American 
series.  The  obverse  design  was 
adapted  from  the  reverse  design 
of  the  Gobrecht  dollars  of  1836- 
1839.  For  the  reverse,  Longacre 
borrowed  his  own  wreath  design 
of  corn,  wheat,  cotton,  and  to¬ 
bacco  from  the  three  dollar  gold 
piece;  this  wreath  encircled  the 
value. 

Certainly  the  most  important 
coin  of  this  series  is  that  minted 
in  1856.  Some  collectors  speak  of 
it  as  the  “king  of  the  small  cents.” 
Perhaps  it  is,  but  many  fail  to 
realize  that  it  was  only  a  pattern 
and  never  meant  for  circulation. 
Because  of  the  large  number  of 
pieces  available  (that  is,  a  large 
number  for  a  pattern),  it  has 
gained  widespread  acceptance  as 
a  legitimate  part  of  the  series. 
The  reason  for  the  large  number 
of  patterns  is  that  it  was  such 
a  radical  departure  from  the 
standard  large  cent  that  it  excited 
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the  curiosity  of  many  people,  in¬ 
cluding  government  officials.  Thus 
the  demand  caused  a  larger  num¬ 
ber  to  be  minted  than  would 
ordinarily  have  been  the  case. 
Most  authorities  agree  that  less 
than  500  pieces  were  originally 
struck.  However,  a  few  insist  that 
over  1000  were  minted  altogether. 
(This  figure  includes  the  originals 
of  1856  and  restrikes  of  subse¬ 
quent  years.)  Many  were  struck 
in  proof  condition.  Those  found 
in  the  lesser  grades  today  are 
generally  mishandled  proofs.  One 
fact  definitely  known  about  the 
quantity  still  extant  is  that  over 
500  are  being  preserved  in  the 
“J.  A.  Beck  Hoard.”  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  it  is  ^unlikely  that  this 
accumulation  will  appear  on  the 
market  for  many  years. 

The  Flying  Eagle  Cent  had  a 
two-fold  purpose.  It  was  to  end 
the  long  tenure  of  the  large  cop¬ 
per  cent,  and  it  was  to  be  used  in 
the  redemption  of  the  fractional 
parts  of  Mexican  and  Spanish 
dollars  which  were  legal  tender 
in  the  United  States  until  the  late 
1850’s. 

Objections  from  the  public  were 
frequent.  People  complained  about 
the  nature  of  the  new  alloy,  the 
smaller  size,  and  other  features. 
The  real  shocker,  though,  came 
when  they  criticized  the  design, 
especially  the  eagle.  Longacre 
was  very  hurt  by  this  caustic 
treatment  and  made  note  of  it  in 
his  personal  diary. 

Varieties  and  Valuations 

The  Flying  Eagle  Cent  was 
struck  for  circulation  during  only 
two  years— 1857  and  1858.  The 
1858  cent  comes  in  two  major 
varieties  involving  the  obverse 
legend.  In  the  “small  letter”  vari¬ 
ety  the  A  and  M  of  America  are 
detached;  in  the  “large  letter” 


Part  of  1858  Cent  showing  detached  A 
and  M  characteristic  of  the  Small  Letter 
variety. 


The  connected  A  and  M,  characteristic  of 
the  Large  Letter  variety. 


variety  they  are  joined.  Another 
major  variety  that  has  recently 
appeared  is  the  overdate  1858 
over  7. 

Due  to  the  aforementioned 
criticism  and  other  determining 
factors,  the  design  of  the  small 
cent  was  changed  in  1859,  thus 
relegating  the  Flying  Eagle  to 
its  own  special  niche  in  our  na¬ 
tion’s  numismatic  history. 

With  the  collector-investor  in 


SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

Subscription  orders  must  reach 
this  office  before  the  10th  of 
April  in  order  to  have  the 
subscription  begin  with  the  May 
issue  of  the  Journal.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  received  after  the  10th  of 
April  will  begin  with  the  June 
issue.  Back  issues  of  the  Journal 
are  available  only  in  sets.  Sub¬ 
scriptions  will  not  begin  with  the 
previous  month’s  issue. 
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mind,  a  few  words  must  be  de¬ 
voted  to  the  premium  value  of 
these  cents.  Of  course,  they  were 
of  limited  issue  and  are  eagerly 
sought  by  type-set  collectors.  The 
most  popular  date,  naturally,  is 
1856.  It  has  shown  meteoric  ad¬ 
vance  in  value  over  the  years. 
By  consulting  various  catalogs 
and  price  lists,  the  following  valu¬ 
ations  were  noted  for  proof  speci¬ 
mens:  1859— $2,  1881— $4,  1915— 
$12.50,  1936  — $19,  1940  — $50, 

1950— $175,  1958— $540,  and  cur¬ 


rently  over  $3000.  The  other  dates 
are  not  nearly  so  rare,  but  they 
do  command  rather  significant 
premiums  on  today’s  active  'mar¬ 
ket.  Those  of  1857  retail  for  from 
$4  to  $6  in  good  condition  to  over 
$100  in  uncirculated.  Those  of 
1858  sell  for  about  $7  in  good  and 
$150  in  uncirculated.  Proofs  of  all 
dates  and  varieties  are  rare  and 
command  premiums  in  excess  of 
$1500.  For  more  complete  invest¬ 
ment  data,  readers  should  con¬ 
sult  the  included  table. 


The  1858  over  1857  Flying  Eagle  Cent  was  originally  discovered  several  years  ago. 
It  remained  generally  unknown  to  collectors  until  listed  in  the  Red  Book  last  year. 
The  curved  top  of  the  7  shows  clearly  above  and  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  8. 


Flying  Eagle  Cents 


Condi- 


Date 

tion 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1856 

Good 

$300.00 

$350.00 

$400.00 

$500.00 

$600.00 

$650.00 

Unc. 

725.00 

850.00 

1100.00 

2100.00 

2350.00 

2600.00 

Proof 

840.00 

1100.00 

1450.00 

2300.00 

2750.00 

3250.00 

1857 

Good 

2.25 

2.50 

3.25 

4.00 

4.00 

4.75 

Unc. 

30.00 

33.50 

45.00 

57.50 

80.00 

100.00 

Proof 

210.00 

240.00 

350.00 

400.00 

1500.00 

1600.00 

1858 

Good 

3.00 

3.75 

4.50 

5.00 

6.00 

6.50 

Large 

Unc. 

57.50 

60.00 

80.00 

95.00 

135.00 

147.50 

Letters 

Proof 

250.00 

300.00 

450.00 

500.00 

1750.00 

1800.00 

1858 

Good 

2.50 

3.50 

4.50 

5.00 

6.00 

6.50 

Small 

Unc. 

57.50 

60.00 

80.00 

105.00 

130.00 

147.50 

Letters 

Proof 

250.00 

300.00 

450.00 

525.00 

1750.00 

1800.00 

1858  (unpriced) 
Over  7 
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"Blundered  Dies 

by  Walter  Breen 

UNITED  STATES  MINT  ISSUES 


(Continued  from  January) 


Three  Cents  Nickel 


1865.  Double  date. 

Double  punched  logotype.  First  punched  low  and  slanting  down  to  left. 

1869.  Double  date. 

Double  punched  logotype.  Often  erroneously  called  an  overdate,  but 
the  knob  of  9  is  plainly  visible  below  the  “real”  9.  In  the  very  rare 
overdate,  a  loop  of  8  is  clear  within  9,  having  a  different  curvature 
from  corresponding  parts  of  9. 
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Five  Cents  Nickel 


1866.  Double  date,  “18666.”  Very  rare. 

Logotype  first  punched  too  far  to  right,  then  repunched  in  correct 
position.  There  are  also  at  least  two  other  double  dates  for  this  year, 
all  four  digits  showing  twice  though  overlapping,  in  one  instance 
higher  and  in  the  other  instance  lower  than  the  final  position.  There 
are  also  double  dates  of  1867  and  1868  of  varying  degrees  of  notice- 
ability;  together  with  a  triple  date  of  1867,  which  is  very  rare. 


1869.  Double  date.  Wide  numerals. 

Often  mistaken  for  the  overdate,  but  the  real  overdate  comes  only 
with  narrow  numerals  as  in  1868.  Logotype  double  punched,  of  course; 
this  is  the  most  spectacular  among  several  instances  of  this  kind  of 
thing  for  1869.  Similar  blunders  are  known  for  1870  and  1876,  though 
not  nearly  so  obviously. 


1872.  Double  date,  “shifted”  shield.  Ex.  rare. 

The  shield  suffered  a  hubbing  misalignment,  similar  to  that  which 
produced  the  1873  double  LIBERTY  cent  and  the  famous  1955.  In 
addition,  the  date  logotype  was  first  punched  in  too  high  and  to  left, 
then  corrected.  Discovered  by  James  C.  Spilman. 
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1912S.  Shifted  reverse.  Only  the  one  seen. 

1916.  Double  date  or  “shift.”  5  or  6  reported. 

Same  principle  as  the  1955  “shift”  cent;  the  date  overlap  is  at  least 
as  spectacular.  A  four  figure  price  was  attached  to  the  discovery  coin, 
but  without  takers.  All  specimens  seen  are  circulated.  There  are  “shift” 
nickels  of  other  dates,  too,  notably  1919  and  1927  D,  but  the  dis¬ 
placement  or  misalignment  is  very  slight.  All  such  coins  are  rare. 


1918/17  D. 

This  die  was  given  one  blow  with  a  1917  hub  and  another  with  a 
1918  hub  during  a  time  when  dies  for  both  years  were  being  prepared 
(probably  September  1917).  The  principle  is  identical  to  that  behind 
the  1942/41  dirAe  and  1918/7  S  quarter.  No  correction  of  an  error 
was  intended,  nor  was  it  a  matter  of  reusing  a  still  usable  die  of  a 
previous  year — which  sets  these  coins  off  from  19th  century  and 
earlier  overdates  (generally  economy  measures  rather  than  die  errors). 
The  error  consisted  in  taking  a  die  to  the  wrong  hubbing  press. 
Specimens  have  been  found  in  circulation  until  comparatively  recent 
years;  the  average  grade  is  Good  to  VG.  Possibly  four  or  five  uncir¬ 
culated  ones  are  recorded,  and  these  bring  four  figure  prices.  Speci¬ 
mens  from  the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  mints  are  rumored 
but  not  verified.  Altered  dates  of  some  deceptiveness  have  recently 
been  made;  accept  no  purported  specimen  unless  it  matches  the  die 
here  shown. 


1935  “2 1/2  legs.”  Ex.  rare. 

1936  “21/2  legs.”  Ex.  rare. 

Right  front  leg,  i.e.  that  at  observer’s  left  (above  VE),  and  right  hind 
leg  are  virtually  invisible.  Letters  small.  Apparently  the  die  was 
drastically  reground  after  clashing,  similar  to  the  famous  1937  D 
three-legged  coin.  Of  the  1935  so  far  only  one  has  been  seen;  of  the 
1936,  a  dozen  or  so  are  known. 


1937  D  Three  legs. 

Right  front  leg  gone,  hoof  remaining  as  a  somewhat  irregular  mound, 
all  letters  smaller  and  farther  apart  than  normal  as  well  as  farther 
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from  devices,  small  rust  pits  (?)  in  field  between  front  and  hind  legs 
of  buffalo.  Obverse  looks  much  rusted  or  pitted.  Accept  no  purported 
specimen  unless  it  shows  these  features  one  and  all;  only  the  one 
variety  is  genuine,  and  thousands  of  spurious  examples  are  making 
the  rounds  purporting  to  be  three-legged  coins.  Average  condition  for 
the  genuine  is  Very  Fine.  Strictly  uncirculated  examples,  without  any 
trace  of  wear  or  rubbing  even  on  bison’s  haunch,  are  very  seldom 
encountered  and  bring  prices  well  up  in  three  figures.  Many  cleaned 
EF  and  AU  specimens  are  offered  as  uncirculated,  naturally.  This 
curious  item  has  an  interesting  history,  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  numismatic  world  only  in  the  last  couple  of  years  by  Alan  Craig. 
Craig  interviewed  old  employees  and  former  employees  of  the  Denver 
mint  and  learned  many  details  of  operations  in  days  gone  by.  When 
he  mentioned  the  three-legged  nickel,  several  of  the  men  from  the 
coining  room  immediately  remembered  the  incident.  It  appears  that 
a  pressman  named  Young  was  on  duty  at  the  time;  dies  clashed  in 
one  of  the  presses,  and  instead  of  stopping  operations,  condemning 
the  dies,  rejecting  any  coins  that  might  have  been  struck  afterwards 
from  them,  and  replacing  the  dies,  he  merely  stopped  the  press  and 
ground  down  the  dies  with  a  piece  of  emery  paper  taped  to  the  end 
of  a  long  wooden  stick — a  common  expedient  when  pressmen  are 
under  orders  to  get  out  a  large  shipment  of  some  denomination. 
However,  in  his  inexperience,  he  was  far  too  vigorous  in  grinding  down 
the  dies,  and  the  coins  thereafter  struck  from  them  were  three-legged. 
A  considerable  number  of  them  were  bagged  with  normal  nickels  and 
shipped  out  before  inspectors  discovered  what  had  happened.  The 
remaining  coins  were  remelted  as  rejects  and  the  dies  condemned  and 
replaced,  of  course. 


1938  D  over  S. 

Several  die  varieties,  differing  in  the  relative  positions  of  the  D  and 
the  S.  The  clearer  the  S,  the  more  highly  prized  the  coin.  It  would 
appear  that  coinage  dies  had  been  prepared  for  San  Francisco  even  to 
the  point  of  stamping  in  mintmarks,  after  which  time  the  decision 
came  to  limit  Buffalo  nickel  coinage  to  the  Denver  mint.  There  are 
also  several  doubled  mint  marks  for  this  date,  but  the  doubling  is 
comparatively  slight.  Actually,  with  a  90x  stereo  microscope,  slight 
doubling  can  be  seen  on  mintmarks  of  almost  every  date.  The  reason 
is  that  it  ordinarily  takes  two  or  three  hammer  blows  to  make  a  good 
strong  impression  of  the  mintmark  in  a  die,  and  so  long  as  this  is 
done  by  hand,  some  shifting — however  minute — must  be  expected. 
This  kind  of  thing  is  hardly  worth  the  exaggerated  attention  given  it; 
whereas  an  actual  corrected  error,  or  correction  of  the  kind  just  listed 
(D  over  S),  obviously  deserves  more  attention  than  mere  minor 
doublings. 
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M0NT1CELL0 

FIVE  CENTS 

1939.  Double  MONTICELLO. 

Another  “shift,”  like  the  famous  1955  cent,  and  one  visible  to  the 
naked  eye.  Really  uncirculated  coins  are  almost  unknown;  specimens 
seen  are  usually  VG  to  VF. 

1945P.  Same  as  preceding. 

Discovered  by  this  writer  and  Charles  Schermerhorn  independently. 
Apparently  rare;  very  few  have  been  seen  in  any  grade  despite  much 
search.  Less  than  half  a  dozen  reported  in  all. 


Half  Dimes 


1800  LIBERTY 

Valentine  2.  Defective  R  punch  resembling  a  K,  not  found  on  any 
other  dies,  and  not  known  in  any  other  state;  how  it  got  past  inspectors 
is  a  mystery.  On  the  other  hand,  the  so-called  “LIKERTY”  half  dime 
of  1796  is  the  usual  Valentine  1  (normal  date)  in  a  worn  die  state 
such  that  the  B  is  weakened  and  later  appears  open  at  top  and  bottom. 
It  is  neither  a  mint  error  nor  a  rarity,  certainly  not  a  blundered  die. 

1830.  C  in  AMERICA  over  lazy  C.‘ 

Early  state  of  Valentine  1.  Very  rare,  as  this  erroneously  placed  C 
must  have  been  punched  in  lightly  and  the  die  afterwards  repolished 
or  lapped  to  remove  the  unwanted  extra  outlines. 


1858.  Over  inverted  date. 

Only  five  reported.  Discovered  by  Jesse  Patrick  of  Detroit.  The  dis¬ 
covery  coin  is  here  pictured.  Date  was  originally  punched  from  a  four¬ 
digit  logotype,  inverted  (rotated  180°),  and  much  too  low,  then  cor¬ 
rected.  This  die,  unknown  to  Valentine,  must  have  been  quickly  dis¬ 
carded  after  discovery  of  the  blunder. 

(To  be  continued) 
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MODERN  U.S.  CURRENCY— 

few  .X,  rreJ  /fju/  RM  C/  'eJco  r< j'z 


by  Neil  Shafer 


Interest  in  modern  U.S.  paper 
money  is  widespread  and  strong. 
Collectors  are  searching  high  and 
low  for  new  and  rare  varieties, 
and  this  is  exactly  what  has  just 
been  discovered  by  Sidney  B. 
Moody  of  Harwichport,  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Mr.  Moody  has  in  his  possession 
a  $100  Federal  Reserve  Note 
Series  of  1934  B,  an  issue  that 
does  not  exist  according  to  present 


Bureau  of  Engraving  records.  Its 
serial  number  is  A03  663  601A, 
indicating  that  it  is  numerically 
very  close  to  the  end  of  the  print¬ 
ing  reported  for  the  1934  A  series; 
the  final  serial  number  given  by 
the  Bureau  is  A03  696  000A. 
Evidently  some  new  plates  were 
prepared  just  before  the  need  for 
notes  of  this  denomination  in  the 
Boston  area  was  satisfied.  This 
previously  unknown  and  prize 


The  rare  $100  Federal  Reserve  Note  Series  of  1934  B. 


$5  Federal  Reserve  Note,  Series  1950  E. 
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discovery  must  surely  be  one  of 
the  rarest  of  the  modern  Federal 
Reserve  Note  issues. 

Paper  money  collectors  were 
also  quite  surprised  to  find  that  a 
new  issue  of  Federal  Reserve 
Notes  designated  “Series  1950  E” 
had  been  placed  into  circulation. 
Information  on  these  notes  as 
provided  by  the  Bureau  and  ob¬ 
tained  through  courtesy  of  Amon 
G.  Carter,  Jr.,  is  as  follows: 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE 
FIRST  SERIAL  NUMBER  AND 
THE  DATE  OF  THE  INITIAL 
DELIVERIES  OF  FEDERAL  RE¬ 
SERVE  NOTES  SERIES  1950  E 

New  York  Federal  Reserve  Bank 


Denomi¬ 

nation 

First  Serial 
Number 

Date  of 
First 
Delivery 

$  5 

B  28  800  001  F 

Sep.  9 

$  10 

B  16  920  001  K 

Oct.  29 

$  20 

B  10  080  001  D 

Nov.  18 

$  50 

B  37  728  001  A 

Sep.  15 

$100 

B  23  328  001  A 

Oct.  1 

Chicago  Federal  Reserve  Bank 


Date  of 


Denomi¬ 

nation 

First  Serial 
Number 

First 

Delivery 

$  5 
$  10 

G  42  840  001  E 

G  46  080  001  H 

Sep.  17 
Sep.  13 

$  20  G  21  960  001  D  Sep.  1 

$  50  G  16  560  001  A* 

$100  G  14  112  001  A  Oct.  26 

*Initial  delivery  to  be  made  to  the 
Federal  Reserve  Vault,  Comptrol¬ 
ler  of  the  Currency,  before  the  end 
of  the  month  of  November  1965. 


San  Francisco 
Federal  Reserve  Bank 


Denomi¬ 

nation 

First  Series 
Number 

Date  of 
First 
Delivery 

$  5 

L  81  000  001  C 

Sep.  29 

$  10 

L  31  680  001  D 

Sep.  17 

$  20 

L  21  600  001  D 

Sep.  23 

$  50 

L  09  792  001  A 

Sep.  10 

$100 

L  11  664  001  A 

Sep.  3 

(All  Delivery  Dates  are  1965.) 

Explaining  the  reasons  for 
having  printed  these  issues,  one 
official  wrote: 

“Since  the  printings  of  18- 
subject  currency  is  less  than  the 
demands  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
Banks  of  New  York,  Chicago,  and 
San  Francisco,  it  was  decided  for 
economy  reasons  to  confine  the 
printing  of  18-subject  currency  to 
these  three  banks.  This  eliminated 
the  necessity  of  manufacturing 
signature  plates  for  all  twelve 
banks.  All  Federal  Reserve  Notes 
produced  in  the  Series  1950  E  do 


$20  Federal  Reserve  Note  Series  1963  showing  Motto  on  the  back  side. 
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MEXICAN  COINS 
SERGIO  TORRES  MARTINEZ 
S.N.M.  —  83-A  ANA  47228 

COLONIAL  COINS 

Dates  of  my  choice.  YF  Condition 


1.  Real— Philip  II— Cob . $  2.50 

PILLAR  TYPE 

Fine  Condition.  King  and  date  of  my  choice 
Va  Rl.  $2.50,  2  Rls.  12.00.  8  Rls .  33.00 

BUST  TYPE 

Fine  Condition.  Dates  of  my  choice 
Charles  III — %  R.  2.20,  2  Rls.  $6, 

8  Rls .  17.50 

Charles  IIII— 1792/1804— %  Rl.  2.40, 

1  Rl.  3.60,  8  Rls .  8.00 

Ferdinand  VII—  Yz  Rl.  2.00,  8  Rls .  7.50 

BALANCE  SCALES 

Mints  and  dates  of  my  choice.  F/YF  Cond. 
0.25  2.00,  0.50  2.50,  1.00  . . .  6.50 

REPUBLIC 

Dates  of  my  choice 
8  Rls.  Mexico,  Guanajuato  and  Za¬ 
catecas,  Very  Fine.  Each  .  2.50 

8  Rls.  Chihuahua,  Culiacan,  Durango, 

and  Potosi.  Very  Fine.  Each .  4.00 

8  Rls.  Hermosillo.  Alamos  and  Guada¬ 
lajara.  Fine.  Each  .  6.00 

8  Rls.  Oaxaca,  Fine.  Each  .  10.00 

The  eleven  Mints  for  .  42.50 

ESTADOS  UNIDOS  MEXICANOS 

10  Centavos  (copper)  F — Large .  3.50 

20  Centavos  (copper)  VF — Large  .  3.00 

50  Centavos  (silver)  EF.  1906/17  .85, 


1919  Ty.II  $2;  1935  .80;  1943/5  .60; 

1950  .30;  1959  (bronze)  BU  .20; 

Rare  dates  1938  Fine  18.00 ;  1942  VF  2.50 
1  Peso  (silver)  VF/EF,  1910  6.50; 

1911  and  1913  7.50;  L.  on  Horse, 

1918  Rad.  Cap.  4.50;  1919  Rad. 

Cap.  3.50;  1943/45  Rad.  Cap  .85; 

(set  pesos  Rad.  Cap.  1918/45,  nine¬ 
teen  coins  22.50) ;  1950  Morelos  .80; 

1957  Juarez  1.50;  1965  Morelos 


Brill.  Unc . 35 

2  Pesos  (silver)  Fine  1921  Comm,  of 

the  Independence  .  10.00 

5  Pesos  (silver)  AU  1947/8  Cuauh¬ 
temoc  2.00;  1951/3  Hidalgo  1.50; 

1955/7  Hidalgo  .  1.00 

5  Pesos  Comm,  (silver)  EF  1953 
Hidalgo  2.00;  1957  Juarez  3.50; 

1959  Carranza  .  1.80 

10  Pesos  (silver)  EF,  1955  Hidalgo  $3; 

1956  Hidalgo  .  2.50 

10  Pesos  Comm,  (silver)  EF/AU,  1957 
Juarez  13.50;  1960  Hidalgo  &  Ma- 

dero  .  2. 50 

Onza  Troy — 1949  (silver)  Unc .  10.00 

MEXICAN  1965  SET 

1.00.  .50,  .20,  .05,  .01 

1  Set  with  holder  .  1.25 

50  Sets  without  holder  .  27.50 


All  kinds  of  Mexican  Colonial,  Republican. 
Revolutionary.  20th  Century’s  Coins  and 
medals.  Special  price  lists  for  dealers  and 
collectors.  For  special  dates  and  Mints  send 
your  want  list.  For  orders  under  $5.00  please 
add  50 for  postage. 

Personal  check  with  order  will  be  accepted. 


SERGIO  TORRES  MARTINEZ 

Apdo.  Postal  M-7392  Mexico  1,  D.F. 


not  bear  the  motto  'In  God  We 
Trust’  on  the  back. 

“Over  ninety  percent  (90%)  of 
all  Federal  Reserve  Notes  at  the 
present  time  are  being  produced 
in  32-subject  size  bearing  the 
motto  on  the  back  and  designated 
as  the  1963  A  Series.  However,  to 
date  we  have  not  printed  any  $50 
and  $100  denominations  in  32- 
subject  size  with  the  motto  on  the 
back.  It  is  anticipated  that  deliv¬ 
eries  of  these  two  denominations 
in  the  new  series  will  begin  during 
the  summer  of  1966.” 

$20  Notes  Series  1963 

Twenty  dollar  notes  Series  1963 
(with  the  motto)  are  being  found 
at  this  time  though  they  have  not 
yet  attained  a  wide  circulation. 
One  is  illustrated  in  this  article 
for  the  benefit  of  our  readers. 


Enjoy  Coin 
Collecting  More: 

B«y 

Coins  Magazine 

Colorful,  instructive,  full  of 
lore,  facts;  shows  how  to  enjoy 
the  hobby  more  and  profit 
more  from  it!  Includes  latest 
price  guide:  Telequotes. 

TRY  COINS 
MAGAZINE 
3  months 
for  $1.00 

COINS 
MAGAZINE 
lola,  Wis.  54945 
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Num  Mas  Vis  Capere? 


The  words  RENUM  ILLOS 
VISCAPE,  on  the  reverse  of  the 
mysterious  tokens  called  Vexator 
Canadiensis,  have  been  shown  to 
be  NUM  ILLOS  VIS  CAPERE, 
the  legend  being  broken  by  the 
date  1811.  Freely  translated,  the 
legend  means,  “Wouldn’t  you  like 
to  catch  them?’’  Does  this  ques¬ 
tion  refer  to  fur-bearing  animals, 
or  to  the  issuers  of  counterfeit 
coins  uttered  in  protest  against 
an  arbitrary  government?  Both 
interpretations  of  the  inscription 
are  plausible. 

These  interesting  and  barba¬ 
rous  pieces  originated  in  Montreal 
or  Quebec  about  1835,  or  shortly 
afterward.  They  are  satirical 
pieces  issued  in  protest  against 
the  government  of  that  day,  but 
the  third  letter  of  the  obverse 
legend  was  deliberately  made 
vague  in  form.  This  was  done 
to  protect  the  issuers,  who,  if 
caught,  would  be  able  to  plead 
that  their  pieces  did  not  ridicule 
the  government  but  were  intended 
to  honour  the  fur  trade.  The  shag¬ 
giness  of  the  bust  of  the  first 
variety  made  this  interpretation 
plausible. 

Three  varieties  of  the  tokens 
are  known.. The  first,  Breton  558, 
bears  a  shaggy  bust  to  left,  with 
a  legend  usually  read  VEXATOR 
CANADIN  SIS.  The  N’s  of  the 
second  word  are  reversed,  and 
the  third  letter  of  the  first  word 
is  curiously  indeterminate  in 


form.  The  reverse  bears  a  seated 
female  figure  to  left,  roughly  re¬ 
sembling  the  figure  of  Britannia. 
The  legend  is  NUM  ILLOS  VIS 
CAPERE,  broken  up  by  the  date 
1811  in  such  a  way  that  it  appears 
to  be  RENUM  ILLOS  VISCAPE. 
The  reverse  type  was  lightly  cut, 
and  seldom  shows  in  full  on  the 
coin. 

The  second  variety,  to  the  writ¬ 
er’s  knowledge,  may  be  unique.  It 
bears  a  very  crude  bust  to  left, 
similar  to  that  of  the  “black¬ 
smith”  token  Wood  36,  with  the 
date  1810  below.  The  same  re¬ 
verse  as  the  first  variety  was  used 
for  this  piece. 

The  third,  Breton  559,  shows  a 
smaller,  less  shaggy  bust  to  left, 
with  a  star  below.  The  legend  has 
usually  been  read  VEXATOR 
M  L  CANADIENSIS.  Though 
the  N’s  of  the  second  word  are 
normal,  the  third  letter  of  the 
first  word  is  again  indeterminate. 
The  obverse  is  usually  weakly 
struck,  few  specimens  showing 
the  M  L.  The  reverse  bears  a 
female  figure  as  before,  with  the 
same  reverse  legend.  There  are 
three  six-pointed  stars — one  be¬ 
low  the  LL  of  ILLOS,  one  at  OS, 
and  one  between  the  head  and  the 
V  of  VIS. 

The  tokens  have  been  described 
since  1869  by  Sandham,  Kings- 
ford,  Leroux,  Atkins,  Breton, 
McLachlan,  Charlton,  Taylor  and 
James,  and  the  writer.  It  is  inter- 
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VEXATOR  or  VENATOR?  These  two  examples  of  VARIETY  1  (Breton  558)  show 
how  easily  the  legend  could  be  confused. 


VARIETY  2  (Dated  1810)  compared  with  the  “Blacksmith  token’’  Wood  No.  36. 


Two  specimens  of  VARIETY  3  (Breton  559). 
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esting  to  note  that  McLachlan 
was  the  only  one  of  the  early 
writers  to  notice  the  additional 
M  L  in  the  obverse  legend  of 
Breton  559.  Varieties  dated  1811 
on  the  obverse  have  been  listed  in 
the  past,  as  have  varieties  in¬ 
scribed  RENONILDS  VISCAPE 
and  RENUNTER  VISCAPE,  but 
no  such  varieties  as  these  have 
been  seen  in  Canada. 

The  traditional  theory  regard¬ 
ing  the  origin  of  these  pieces 
states  that  they  were  satirical 
tokens  issued  in  the  days  of  Sir 
James  Craig,  governor  of  Lower 
Canada  from  1807  to  1811.  The 
obverse  is  said  to  depict  Craig 
and  to  be  inscribed  VEXATOR 
CANADIENSIS,  the  legend 
meaning  “The  Tormentor  of  Can¬ 
ada.”  The  reverse  type  was  made 
to  resemble  Britannia  in  order 
to  facilitate  circulation  as  half¬ 
pennies.  The  reverse  legend  is 
said  to  be  a  taunting  question 
aimed  at  the  authorities  and  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  issuers.  Histor¬ 
ically,  this  theory  seems  plausible. 
Sir  James  Craig  governed  harshly 
even  for  those  times.  In  his  zeal 
to  assert  British  authority  he 
tolerated  no  opposition,  dissolv¬ 
ing  Assemblies  which  would  not 
do  his  bidding.  He  suppressed  a 
Quebec  newspaper,  arresting  its 
printer,  because  of  opposition  to 
his  aims.  Six  members  of  the 
Assembly  were  at  one  time  ar¬ 
rested  and  held  without  trial, 
although  shortly  afterwards  re¬ 
leased.  Late  in  1811  Craig  re¬ 
signed  on  account  of  ill  health, 
and  left  the  colony  smouldering 
with  resentjnent. 

The  traditional  theory  is  re¬ 
futed  by  the  workmanship  of  the 
coins.  The  coins  are  too  light 
in  weight  and  too  crudely  made  to 
have  been  accepted  as  halfpen¬ 
nies  as  early  as  1811.  In  1811  no 


copper  coin  weighing  less  than 
120  grains  would  be  accepted  as  a 
halfpenny.  Lightweight  coins  ap¬ 
peared  in  small  amounts  in  1814, 
but  they  were  only  grudgingly 
accepted.  Not  until  1816  did  the 
first  halfpenny  tokens  weighing 
less  than  100  grains  circulate. 
Such  light  coppers  did  not  be¬ 
come  numerous  till  after  1820, 
and  nothing  as  crude  as  the  Vex- 
ators  would  be  accepted  until 
nearly  1830.  By  1825  they  had 
become  such  a  nuisance  that  the 
government  passed  an  act  for¬ 
bidding  the  further  importation 
or  issuance  of  private  tokens.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  the  Vexators 
would  never  have  been  accepted, 
since  they  range  in  weight  from 
40  to  100  grains.  The  date  1811  is 
therefore  an  antedate  to  evade 
the  law,  which  did  nothing  to 
eliminate  private  tokens  dated 
before  1825.  Thousands  of  anony¬ 
mous  pieces  dated  1812  to  1820 
were  poured  into  circulation  when 
this  defect  in  the  law  was  discov¬ 
ered. 


“Do  you  suffer  from  heartburn ?” 
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The  second  theory  of  the  origin 
of  these  pieces,  taking  their  work¬ 
manship  into  consideration,  states 
that  they  were  satirical  pieces 
issued  about  1835  or  shortly  after¬ 
wards,  and  alluded  to  King  Wil¬ 
liam  IV  as  the  Tormentor  of  Can¬ 
ada.  His  Majesty,  who  expressed 
himself  in  a  horrifying  blend  of 
Hanoverian  bluntness  of  speech 
and  strongly  nautical  profanity, 
held  definite  views  on  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  colonies.  The  King’s 
instructions  to  Lord  Gosford,  sent 
by  the  government  to  examine 
affairs  in  Canada  with  a  view  to 
possible  improvement  of  the  situ¬ 
ation,  were  contrary  to  the  in¬ 
structions  of  the  Cabinet.  Lord 
Gosford’s  mission  to  Canada  was 
torpedoed  by  the  angry  King  be¬ 
fore  it  was  ever  begun.  The  King 
told  the  Cabinet  that  Lower  Can¬ 
ada  had  been  taken  by  the  sword 
and  that  it  was  necessary  to 
assert  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown.  Lord  Gosford  was  told, 
“I’ll  never  consent  to  alienate  the 
Crown  Lands  or  make  the  Coun¬ 
cil  elective.  The  Cabinet,  my  lord, 
is  not  my  Cabinet,  but  they  had 
better  take  all,  or  by  God  I’ll  have 
them  impeached!”  Thus  did  the 
Sailor  King  qualify  for  the  title 
of  Vexator  Canadiensis. 

A  revolutionary  third  theory 
has  recently  been  postulated  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  It 
was  presented  in  a  paper  by 
R.  H.  M.  Dolley,  M.R.I.A.,  now  of 
Queen’s  University  of  Belfast, 
Northern  Ireland,  and  J.  P.  C. 
Kent,  Ph.D.,  of  the  British  Mu¬ 
seum.  In  this  paper,  read  at  the 
January  1963  meeting  of  the 
British  Numismatic  Society,  the 
authors  state  that  the  bust  is  that 
of  a  typical  Canadian  trapper  in 
a  shaggy  fur  hat  and  cape,  and 
that  the  legend  ought  to  be  read 
VENATOR  CANADIENSIS  (a 


Canadian  trapper) .  The  reverse 
legend  is  completely  in  harmony 
with  this  interpretation.  The  the¬ 
ory  is  based  on  the  shagginess  of 
the  bust  and  the  vague  form 
of  the  so-called  “X”  of  the  ob¬ 
verse  inscription. 

Since  this  theory  was  devel¬ 
oped  from  the  examination  of  a 
single  specimen,  it  was  felt  neces¬ 
sary  to  examine  as  many  speci¬ 
mens  as  possible  before  attempt¬ 
ing  to  support  or  refute  the  new 
theory.  Accordingly,  the  next  two 
years  were  spent  by  the  writer 
in  correspondence  and  in  exam¬ 
ination  of  nearly  fifty  specimens, 
directly  and  in  photographs.  It 
became  evident  that  the  Dolley- 
Kent  theory  could  not  be  brushed 
aside  by  anyone  seriously  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Colonial  coinages  of 
Canada.  Though  those  who  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  letter  is  an  “X” 
point  out  that  it  would  be  highly 
unusual  even  on  such  crude  coins 
as  these  to  use  more  than  one 
style  of  lettering  in  a  given  in¬ 
scription,  they  could  not  explain 
why  the  “X”  was  made  so  indef¬ 
inite  in  form. 

The  reconciliation  of  the  “Vex¬ 
ator”  and  “Venator”  interpreta¬ 
tions  also  came  from  across  the 
Atlantic.  It  was  R.  C.  Bell  of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  who  first  said 
that  the  tokens  were  intended  by 
the  issuers  to  be  interpreted  in 
two  ways.  Mr.  Bell,  on  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  writer’s  specimens, 
said  that  the  third  letter  was  de¬ 
liberately  made  vague  to  facili¬ 
tate  a  double  meaning,  the  issuers 
taking  a  leaf  from  the  experiences 
of  the  makers  of  the  “Bungtown” 
forgeries  of  English  and  Irish 
regal  copper  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  “Bungtown”  forgers 
combined  meaningless  legends 
with  accurate  types  in  order  to 
plead,  on  arrest  for  forgery,  that 


PAGE  270 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  APRIL,  1966 


they  were  making  gaming  count¬ 
ers  instead  of  false  coins.  A  simi¬ 
lar  plea,  to  the  effect  that  the 
pieces  were  medalets  honouring 
the  fur  trade,  could  be  entered  by 
the  issuers  of  the  Vexators  if  they 
had  been  arrested  for  forgery  and 
sedition.  In  this  case  it  was  a 
double  evasion,  for  the  shaggy 
type  and  the  vague  third  letter 
would  circumvent  the  laws  against 
forgery  and  sedition,  and  the 
antedate  1811  would  evade  the 
law  of  1825  against  private 
tokens. 

Much  of  the  mystery  surround¬ 
ing  these  interesting  tokens  has 
been  at  last  dispelled,  and  the 
story  of  their  having  been  issued 
in  the  days  of  £>ir  James  Craig 
has  been  refuted  for  all  time.  The 
purpose  of  the  tokens  is  now 
known,  and  the  way  in  which  the 
issuers  secured  their  immunity  to 
legal  action  by  the  government  in 
the  event  of  detection  is  also 
known.  The  time  of  the  issue  has 
been  established  at  about  1835  or 
shortly  afterwards,  the  tokens 
being  issued  as  a  satirical  protest 
against  the  arbitrary  government 
of  the  day.  King  William  IV  may 
have  been  the  individual  singled 
out  for  this  criticism,  or  perhaps 
some  particularly  haughty  and 
offensive  member  of  the  Chateau 
Clique. 

There  remains  only  the  identi¬ 
fication  of  the  issuers,  and  this  is 
still  a  matter  of  conjecture.  Per¬ 
haps  they  were  numismatists,  for 
numismatists  of  all  people  would 
be  most  likely  to  know  how  the 
“Bungtown”  issuers  protected 
themselves  from  the  toils  of  the 
law.  Numismatists  or  not,  the 
issuers  of  the  Vexators  were  edu¬ 
cated  men,  for  no  ordinary  utterer 
of  false  coin  would  have  suffi¬ 
cient  knowledge  of  Latin  to  com¬ 
pose  such  original  inscriptions. 
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New  and  Recent  Issues 


Cameroons  5,  10  fr  1965  YI4-I5  usual 

type  . 50 

Cameroons  25fr  1962  Y 1 6,  first  ever 

seen  . 65 

Colombia  20c,  50c  1965  Gaitan  com- 

mem.  set  .  1 .00 

Guatemala  1965  set  I,  5,  10,  25c  .  1.25 

Czecho  3  kr  1965  CN  . 75 

Central  African  Rep.  50  fr  Yl  .  1.50 

Maidive  Islands  I960  proof  set  in 

official  case  of  issue . 35.00 

Muscat  &  Oman  3  baizas  1378  (YI3, 

large)  f  .  1.00 

Muscat  &  Oman  3B  YI4,  small  f  .50; 

unc  .  1.00 

Peru  1965  25c,  I  sol  commem.  part 

of  set  . 70 

Poland  1965  10  gr,  I  zloty,  unc . 70 

Poland  1965  10  zl  commem.,  2  vars, 

set  .  4.00 

So.  Arabia  Fed.  1964  proof  set  in 

case  of  issue  .  9.75 

Umm  Al  Qiwain,  round  foil  stamps, 

10,  25np,  I,  2,  3,  5  rupees,  set  .  3.50 


If  you  collect  new  and  recent  issues  es¬ 
pecially,  please  write  for  free  lists.  Deal¬ 
ers:  Write  on  letterhead  for  wholesale 
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COLLECTING  THE  POPULAR 
MEXICAN  ONE  CENTAVO  COINS 


This  is  the  first  of  a  detailed 
series  of  articles  on  the  market 
conditions  and  the  actual  avail¬ 
ability  of  the  decimal  coins  of 
Mexico.  The  entire  series  will  be 
covered  in  order  of  increasing 
denomination,  beginning  with  the 
One  Centavo  Series  1863-1965, 
then  the  Two,  Centavo  Series 
1882-1941,  on  up  through  the 
2-5-10  Peso  Series  1921-1960,  then 
the  Gold  and  the  Coins  of  the 
Revolution. 

The  purpose  of  these  articles 
is  to  give  the  reader  information 
that  is  not  to  be  found  in  any 
catalog — facts  about  past  and  cur¬ 
rent  market  conditions  of  each 
type  and  date,  and  comments 
about  the  potential  for  the  future 
of  certain  issues.  The  value  of  a 
coin  is  not  governed  only  by  the 
mintage;  some  low  mintage  coins 
are  very  common,  and  some  other 
coins  that  should  be  common  are 
very  high-priced.  Nor  is  value 
always  in  line  with  catalogs  or 
trends;  a  one-year  type  centavo 
of  Mexico  sells  for  much  less 
than  the  values  assigned  to  it  in 
the  major  catalogs  and  trends.  In 
our  estimation,  values  are  deter¬ 
mined  by  availability,  which  in 
turn  is  governed  by  mintage, 
number  destroyed  by  attrition 
and  melting,  popularity,  and  many 
other  factors.  In  these  articles  we 
will  give  you  clear-cut  reasons 
for  the  market  value  of  your 
coins,  not  the  usual  generalities 
that  are  of  little  concern  to  any 


of  us.  Here  is  an  unusual  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  pick  up  some  really  use¬ 
ful  information  about  your  Mexi¬ 
can  coins. 


TIIE  ONE  CENTAVO  SERIES, 
1863-1965 

SEATED  LIBERTY  CEN¬ 
TAVO  1863.  The  first  centavo  of 
Mexico  was  issued  during  only 
one  year  because  minting  of  Em¬ 
peror  Maximilian’s  coins  began 
the  following  year.  Several  mil¬ 
lion  of  the  Seated  Liberty  Centavo 
were  issued,  but  it  has  turned  out 
to  be  a  scarce  type  because 
most  were  melted  with  the  other 
large  centavos  around  the  turn 
of  the  century.  Many  collectors 
turn  to  the  early  decimal  types 
after  completing  the  20th  Cen¬ 
tury  type  set,  so  demand  for  the 
Seated  Liberty  Centavo  is  heavy, 
and  there  are  not  enough  to  go 
around.  They  sell  readily  in  F-VF 
or  better  for  $7.00  and  up,  and 
the  occasional  Uncirculated  that 
turns  up  brings  over  $20.00.  They 
were  issued  at  both  the  M°  and 
P1  mints,  but  most  collectors  want 
only  a  type  coin,  so  there  is  little 
or  no  premium  on  either  mint 
mark.  Dealers  have  more  requests 
for  the  coin  than  they  can  handle, 
an  indication  that  it  is  a  very 
solid  coin.  When  investors  request 
advice  on  the  coins  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  we  suggest  the  purchase  of 
all  the  odd  minor  types  of  the 
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1860’s  and  1870’s,  and  the  Seated 
Liberty  Centavo  is  one  of  our 
favorites. 

MAXIMILIAN  CENTAVO 
1864.  This  is  another  one-year 
type  and  it  bears  only  the  M° 
mint  mark,  although  it  may  have 
been  struck  from  the  same  dies 
at  other  mints  for  several  years. 
Mintage  figures  are  not  available, 
but  the  frequency  with  which  the 
coin  turns  up  would  indicate  a 
million  or  less.  They  are  very 
flatly  struck  and  they  wear  easily, 
so  they  usually  are  found  in  Fair 
or  Good  condition,  and  a  piece  in 
Fine  or  better  is  almost  a  rarity 
on  today’s  market.  An  average 
coin  will  bring  a  few  dollars,  but 
a  nice  F  will  bring  $10  or  more, 
a  VF  $20.  An  Unc.  is  virtually 
unobtainable  at  any  price.  The 
catalogs  are  low  on  this  coin,  and 
many  collectors  are  looking  for 
this  centavo  to  complete  their 
Maximilian  set,  so  it  is  another 
good  solid  coin  that  should  have 
an  excellent  future. 

REGULAR  ISSUE  LARGE 
CENT AVO  1869-1897 .  This  was 
a  widely  used  coin,  and  over  100 
million  were  minted.  The  series 
is  extensive  enough  so  that  few 
collectors  try  for  all  of  them,  so 
there  are  plenty  of  nice  VF  or 
better  M°  mint  pieces  available 
for  type  coins.  Because  they  cir¬ 
culated  heavily  and  most  were 
eventually  melted,  the  XF  or  bet¬ 
ter  are  becoming  somewhat  scarce 
and  will  bring  over  a  dollar,  and 
an  Unc.  will  bring  several  dollars. 

Nearly  all  the  large  centavos 
bear  the  M°  mint  mark,  and  until 
recently  a  branch  mint  piece  sel¬ 
dom  turned  up,  but  now  the 
Mexicans  are  sorting  out  lots  of 
large  centavos  and  a  few  branch 


mint  coins  are  coming  out.  They 
are  still  very  difficult  to  get  in 
quantities  of  more  than  a'  few 
pieces,  and  condition  is  usually 
wretched.  The  date/mint  collector 
soon  finds  that  the  average  condi¬ 
tion  of  his  branch  mint  pieces  is 
G-VG,  and  that  a  F-VF  piece  is 
very  unusual.  These  are  among 
the  most  underpriced  coins  of 
Mexico  for  their  scarcity,  because 
they  are  not  attractive,  and  most 
collectors  do  not  want  a  G-VG 
common  type  from  a  scarce  mint. 
Next  to  the  very  common  M° 
pieces,  Cx  probably  turn  up  most 
frequently,  then  Zs  and  GA,  H°, 
G°,  D°,  P1,  As,  and  the  rare  0A, 
in  that  order.  Because  CN  were 
issued  as  late  as  1897  they  turn 
up  in  XF  or  better  at  times.  The 
scarce  date/mint  combinations 
bring  top  prices,  and  the  1869  M°, 
the  first  year,  is  a  popular  piece. 
The  0A  bring  $125,  but  watch  for 
excellent  counterfeits. 


ROMAN  NUMERAL  NICKEL 
CENTAVO  1882-1883.  This  piece, 
with  its  companion  11^  and  V^, 
was  issued  during  only  two  years 
because  it  was  not  accepted  by 
the  Mexican  people.  Mintage  of 
the  1$  was  about  100  million,  and 
we  may  judge  from  the  scarcity 
of  the  1882  that  nearly  all  of  the 
type  were  issued  in  1883.  Because 
the  coins  did  not  circulate  long, 
if  at  all,  the  1883  is  commonly 
available  in  BU  condition  for  a 
dollar  or  less.  The  1882  seldom 
turns  up  in  any  condition,  and 
when  it  does  it  brings  from  $15 
up  if  not  damaged.  Each  of  the 
three  Roman  Numeral  denomina¬ 
tions  has  a  very  common  date  and 
a  scarce  date;  the  1882  Itf  is  much 
scarcer  than  the  1882  Iltf,  hut  it 
is  not  the  rarity  that  the  1883 
V^  is.  The  only  thing  that  keeps 
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the  1882  I from  being  a  high- 
priced  coin  is  the  fact  that  there 
is  almost  no  demand  for  it  in  the 
United  States.  Should  demand  be 
high  with  the  new  group  of  col¬ 
lectors  that  is  rapidly  emerging 
in  Mexico,  it  soon  will  be  an  ex¬ 
pensive  coin.  The  1883  1^  should 
continue  to  be  a  low-priced  coin 
for  some  time,  judging  from  cur¬ 
rent  availability. 

RESTYLED  EAGLE  CEN¬ 
TAVO  1898.  A  modern  eagle  ap¬ 
peared  on  all  the  Mexican  minor 
coins  in  1898,  and  on  all  but  the 
one  centavo  it  remained  until  the 
currency  reform  of  1905.  One  cen¬ 
tavo  coins,  however,  were  being 
melted  in  large  quantities  for 
bullion  at  this  time,  so  it  was 
decided  to  change  to  a  smaller 
coin  in  1899.  Thus  we  have  an¬ 
other  one-year  type  in  1898,  with 
a  mintage  of  a  little  over  IV2  mil¬ 
lion.  For  years  the  coin  was 
melted  with  the  other  large  cen¬ 
tavos,  so  it  is  much  scarcer  than 
the  mintage  would  indicate,  and 
there  are  not  enough  to  satisfy 
the  demand  by  type  collectors.  It 
turns  up  in  F-VF  condition  and 
sells  for  up  to  $10,  but  a  piece  in 
XF  or  better  is  quite  scarce.  A 
man  in  Mexico  had  40  BU  pieces 
at  one  time,  so  for  a  while  a  BU 
could  be  acquired  in  the  U.S.  for 
$25,  but  most  of  those  have  been 
dispersed  by  now.  The  type  may 
be  compared  with  the  Seated 
Liberty  and  Maximilian  Centavos 
— a  good  solid  favorite  with  col¬ 
lectors,  so  a  good  investment  coin. 

REPUBLIC  SMALL  CEN¬ 
TAVO  1899-1905.  The  new  smaller 
centavo  was  struck  during  three 
days  in  December,  1899  at  the 
M°  mint,  resulting  in  one  of  the 
scarcest  modern  Mexican  coins. 


(Courtesy  James  C.  Shipley) 


Two  examples  of  counterfeit  1899  One 
Centavo  coins.  They  can  be  readily  dis¬ 
tinguished  when  compared  with  a  genuine 
specimen. 

Then  from  1900  through  1905,  a 
total  of  about  30  million  were 
struck  at  the  M°  mint,  and  about 
1.3  million  at  the  CN  mint.  The 
coins  circulated  widely,  so  decent 
pieces  are  somewhat  difficult  to 
locate.  A  nice  Unc.  common  date 
M°  coin,  usually  the  1903,  will 
bring  $10,  and  an  XF  will  bring 
several  dollars.  All  the  CN  pieces 
are  scarce,  even  the  1903,  with  a 
mintage  of  over  V2  million,  and 
they  are  in  demand  because  the 
Dansco  album  for  One  Centavos 
holds  this  series  as  well  as  all  the 
later  dates.  The  series  seems  to 
be  more  popular  with  Mexican 
collectors  than  with  U.S.  col¬ 
lectors,  so  the  CN  pieces  should 
have  a  good  future.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  70%  of  the  collectors 
of  United  States  coins  collect  the 
Lincoln  Cent  series.  If  even  20% 
of  the  collectors  in  Mexico  work 
on  the  small  centavos,  there  will 
be  plenty  of  demand  to  take  care 
of  all  the  available  CN  coins.  At 
this  time  demand  for  the  1905-C 
is  very  heavy;  there  are  more  XF 
and  better  1899  in  dealers’  stocks 
and  collections  than  there  are  XF 
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or  better  1905-C,  so  this  date 
should  advance  rapidly  in  the  top 
grades. 

A  special  warning  about  the 
1899  one  centavo — over  half  the 
pieces  we  have  seen  are  fakes. 
The  counterfeits  are  usually  made 
by  altering  the  last  three  digits 
of  a  coin  of  a  later  date,  but  some 
pieces  are  actually  crudely  struck 
over  another  centavo.  Details  of 
the  original  coin  often  show 
through  on  these  pieces. 

ONE  CENTAVO  TYPE  1  1905- 
191  If.  The  remaining  types  will 
be  listed  by  the  type  numbers 
that  Neil  Utberg  introduced  in 
his  catalogs.  Some  people  group 
his  Types  I,  III,  and  IV  together 
because  all  are  .950  copper  and 
the  only  difference  is  in  the  other 
50  parts  in  1,000,  which  are  three 
different  ratios  of  percentage  of 
tin  to  percentage  of  zinc.  Small 
differences  in  alloy  appear  in 
many  coin  series  while  design  and 
size  remain  constant,  and  it  is 
simply  a  matter  of  where  one 
wishes  to  draw  the  line  in  defining 
types.  At  any  rate,  Utberg’s  cata¬ 
logs  and  some  holders  assume 
that  they  are  different,  so  col¬ 
lectors  generally  picked  up  one 
of  each.  Then  in  1963  most  col¬ 
lectors  switched  to  the  new  Whit¬ 
man  Bookshelf  album  for  Mexican 
type  coins,  which  groups  the  three 
into  one  type.  In  late  1965  a  new 
album  appeared  that  again  sepa¬ 
rates  the  centavos,  so  demand 
should  pick  up  for  the  Types  I 
and  III. 

About  140  million  of  the  Type  I 
were  issued,  half  of  which  are 
dated  1906.  Nearly  all  of  the  type 
that  survive  are  badly  worn,  so 
an  XF  or  better  coin  is  a  good 
buy  on  today’s  market.  Unc.  con¬ 
dition  is  difficult  to  locate,  except 
for  an  occasional  1906,  which  will 


bring  $5.00.  In  1962  demand  was 
heavy  for  the  1906  in  top  condi¬ 
tion  for  the  older  type  album ; 
future  demand  will  depend  upon 
the  popularity  of  the  new  album 
and  the  number  of  collectors  in 
Mexico  who  will  collect  centavos 
by  series.  In  the  United  States, 
date  collectors  prefer  XF  or  bet¬ 
ter  of  each  date,  so  VF  or  lower 
are  slower  sellers.  The  1905  is 
very  popular  because  it  is  both 
the  first  date  and  the  low  mintage 
date  of  the  type. 

ONE  CENTAVO  TYPE  II 
(ZAPATISTA)  1915.  This  coin 
was  struck  at  the  M°  mint  while 
Zapata  was  in  control  of  the  city 
in  July,  1915.  Mintage  is  179,048; 
second  lowest  of  all  the  types  in 
the  20th  century  set,  next  to  the 
$10  1957.  The  Zapatista  is  gen¬ 
erally  considered  a  regular  issue 
coin  rather  than  a  Revolutionary 
piece  because  it  is  identical  in 
design  with  the  standard  one  cen¬ 
tavo  coin  of  the  period  (although 
smaller),  it  was  struck  at  the  M" 
mint,  and  it  is  mentioned  in  the 
mint  report  for  1915. 

Until  summer,  1963,  the  Zapa¬ 
tista  was  by  far  the  scarcest  coin 
in  the  20th  century  type  set,  and 
demand  was  very  heavy  at  $50  to 
$60  each  in  XF-Unc.  condition. 
Then  a  large  ad  offered  the  piece 
in  all  conditions  at  about  half  of 
former  prices,  and  even  offered 
a  roll  of  50  pieces  for  $1,000. 
This  broke  the  market  on  the 
former  key,  and  for  some  time  a 
dealer  had  to  offer  a  low  price  to 
sell  even  an  AU  or  Unc.  piece. 
This  is  not  uncommon  in  a  free 
market — as  long  as  an  item  is 
low-priced,  no  one  will  go  to  the 
trouble  to  look  for  it,  but  when 
value  goes  up  it  is  worthwhile 
spending  some  time  to  locate  a 
supply.  When  high  prices  were 
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being  offered  for  the  coin,  a 
Mexican  wholesaler  paid  his  men 
to  go  from  house  to  house  and 
buy  the  piece  that  many  families 
had  in  a  box  of  keepsakes.  These 
coins  were  demonetized  15  months 
after  they  were  issued,  so  they 
did  not  circulate  much,  and  many 
of  them  were  just  laid  aside  in 
nearly  Unc.  condition.  Those  that 
were  used  probably  circulated 
near  Mexico  City,  the  place  of 
issue,  so  an  intensive  search  in 
the  area  could  be  expected  to  pro¬ 
duce  results. 

After  the  market  fell,  dealers 
were  able  to  get  all  they  wanted, 
but  sales  were  somewhat  steady 
if  price  was  low  enough,  as  many 
collectors  and  investors  took  the 
opportunity  to  buy  on  a  low  mar¬ 
ket.  This  was  nearly  three  years 
ago,  and  the  coin  is  coming  back; 
dealers  have  trouble  locating 
enough  AU  and  BU  to  supply  the 
increasing  demand.  The  brown 
VF-XF  pieces  are  still  plentiful, 
but  they  should  dry  up  in  several 
months.  We  doubt  that  Zapatistas 
are  being  counterfeited  in  Mexico 
because  the  wholesale  price  is  too 
low  to  make  it  worthwhile,  and 
because  every  group  or  lot  we 
have  seen  consists  of  coins  of 
varying  color  and  condition. 


ONE  CENT  AVI  TYPE  111 
1915-191^3.  Many  U.S.  collectors 
of  Mexican  coins  buy  one  of  each 
date  they  can  locate  in  BU  con¬ 
dition,  so  this  type  assumes  more 
importance  than  the  similar  Type 
I.  Several  dates  of  the  Type  III 
are  available  in  BU  condition, 
and  they  sell  well  at  the  prices  on 
lists  of  the  major  dealers.  The 
last  date,  1943,  is  difficult  in  BU, 
as  are  the  dates  in  the  middle 
1930’s,  but  1929-1933  and  dates 
in  the  early  1940’s  are  commonly 


offered  in  BU.  The  1939  is  fairly 
common.  Any  of  the  1915-1925 
dates  are  very  scarce  in  BU,  but 
the  1923  turns  up  occasionally. 
The  1916  is  very  rare  in  BU,  and 
is  scarce  in  any  condition,  so  it 
is  being  counterfeited  extensively 
in  Mexico.  Any  BU  Type  III 
one  centavo  is  probably  a  good 
investment  at  today’s  prices 
because  they  are  rapidly  disap¬ 
pearing  from  the  market  and 
from  dealer  price  lists.  Lower 
conditions  in  the  1915  through 
1925  are  a  good  buy,  but  they  are 
common  in  other  dates. 


ONE  CENTAVO  TYPE  IV 
19bb~19h9 .  Like  the  Type  III,  this 
is  a  high-mintage  type.  All  the 
dates  are  available  in  BU  condi¬ 
tion  at  a  dollar  or  less  each,  but 
the  1944  and  1949,  with  mintages 
of  about  6  million  each,  should 
dry  up  soon.  The  others  should 
be  available  as  BU  singles  for 
some  time,  although  the  rolls  of 
these  dates  that  used  to  turn  up 
occasionally  are  no  longer  offered. 
Investment  potential  of  all  dates 
is  good  if  the  price  is  right  be¬ 
cause  the  supply  is  not  great; 
saving  of  rolls  and  bags  of  Mexi¬ 
can  coins  did  not  begin  on  a 
large  scale  until  1962. 


YOUR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
the  forwarding  of  second  class 
mail.  To  insure  the  prompt  de¬ 
livery  of  your  magazine  please 
furnish  the  publishers  your 
change  of  address  before  you 
move.  For  the  May  issue,  changes 
of  address  must  reach  WHITMAN 
NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL  before 
April  10. 

Address  all  correspondence  to 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL,  1220  Mound  Avenue, 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 
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ONE  CENTAVO  TYPE  V  1950 
to  date.  This  is  a  favorite  coin  of 
investors,  so  there  are  fairly 
stable  buy-sell  prices  on  BU  rolls 
and  the  BU  roll  set.  The  key  and 
most  expensive  date  is  the  1950, 
and  the  secondary  keys  are  the 
1951,  1955,  1957,  and  1956,  in 
order  of  decreasing  importance. 
Mintage  has  fallen  off  to  214  mil¬ 
lion  in  1965  because  the  coin  has 
such  a  low  face  value  that  it  is 
not  used  by  the  populace,  so  only 
a  few  are  needed  to  make  exact 
change  in  bank  transactions  and 
similar  activities.  Low  mintage  of 
recent  dates  has  resulted  in  heavy 
demand  by  dealers  for  BU  bags 
from  which  to  make  mint  sets,  so 
the  1964  and  1965  were  difficult  to 
locate,  although  1963  continued 
to  turn  up.  The  1959  through  1962 
are  all  scarcer  than  mintage 
would  indicate,  so  BU  rolls  should 
be  a  good  investment  if  priced 
right. 

This  coin  is  a  good  buy  by  the 
BU  set.  Rolls  of  earlier  dates  are 
in  the  hands  of  investors  who 
will  not  sell  until  prices  rise,  so 
the  man  who  has  the  BU  set  of 
singles  or  the  BU  roll  set  should 
see  several  of  the  dates  dry  up 
and  rise  in  price  soon.  A  set  is 
a  pretty  little  display  item,  and 
collector  interest  should  hold  up 
well.  But  a  word  of  caution  on 
the  purchase  of  sets  of  this  coin — 
many  are  acid-cleaned,  not  BU 
coins.  Most  of  the  rolls  and  sets 
on  the  market  have  been  cleaned 
after  they  were  picked  from  cir¬ 
culated  material;  a  quick  bath  in 
acid  removes  dirt  and  a  micro¬ 
scopic  layer  of  metal,  so  the  coins 
look  bright.  You  can  spot  them 
if  you  compare  them  closely  with 
true  BU  or  if  you  are  used  to 
looking  at  BU  coins,  but  it’s  a 
little  tricky  for  the  new  collector. 
The  cleaned  pieces  make  a  sharp 


set,  and  there  is  nothing  wrong 
with  collecting  or  selling  them, 
but  they  are  not  worth  th6  price 
of  BU  coins.  The  AU  sets  that 
are  advertised  are  usually  a  good 
buy,  but  in  lower  grades  only  the 
1950  are  very  scarce  at  this  time. 


THE  CLAD  SANDWICH 

by  Jim  Whalen 

What  is  a  sandwich!  Here's  a  few 
if  you  please; 

Baloney,  liverwurst,  ham  and 
swiss  cheese; 

Turkey  and  chicken,  with  cole 
slaw  and  pickle; 

The  latest  a  Coin,  clad  with  cop¬ 
per  and  nickel: 

We  have  roast  beef,  corn  beef, 
tongue  and  hamburger; 

Tomato  and  lettuce,  egg  and 
cheeseburger; 

Cream  cheese  and  lox  on  light 
pumpernickel ; 

And  now  the  club  special  is  cop¬ 
per  with  nickel: 

There  is  sardine  and  salmon, 
chicken  of  the  sea; 

Peanut  butter  and  jelly  makes 
kids  jump  with  glee; 

You  might  have  a  hero,  if  you’re 
brave  and  not  fickle; 

Much  more  nutritious  than  copper 
with  nickel. 

So  now  the  Mint  offers  this 
sandwich  creation 

For  people  to  relish  all  over  the 
nation; 

So  prepare  to  digest  it,  don’t 
whimper  or  stickle; 

Enjoy  your  Coin  Sandwich  of 
copper  with  nickel. 
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Carthage  and  Rome 

by  R.  S.  Yeoman 


Siculo-Punic  silver  tetradrachm,  ca.  410-310  B.C.  Obverse:  Head  of  Persephone.  Re¬ 
verse:  Carthaginian  horse’s  head  and  palm  tree.  Phoenician  inscription  below. 


On  the  north  coast  of  Africa,  at  a  point  nearly  due  south  of  Florence, 
there  lies  a  bay  with  a  great  jutting  tongue  of  land.  On  this  now 
desolate  spot  once  sat  the  great  commercial  city  of  Carthage.  It  is 
well  known  that  this  celebrated  city  was  a  colony  from  Tyre,  the 
great  center  of  Phoenician  commerce  in  the  East.  The  date  of  its 
foundation  is  estimated  to  be  about  a  century  before  the  founding  of 
Rome.  The  language  of  the  colony  continued  to  be  Phoenician,  or,  as 
the  Romans  called  it,  Punic. 


Carthaginian  silver  tetradrachm  from  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great.  Obverse:  Head 
of  Hercules  in  lion’s  skin.  Reverse:  Typical  Punic  style. 


It  is  noteworthy  that  the  wealthy  commercial  city  of  Carthage, 
with  its  population  of  some  700,000  inhabitants,  made  no  use  what¬ 
soever  of  coined  money  until  the  great  invasion  of  Sicily  in  410  B.C. 
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Carthaginian  electrum  stater,  ea.  340  B.C.  Obverse:  Portrait  of  Tanit,  the  goddess  of 
love.  Reverse:  Horse  standing  right. 


That  the  art  of  coinage  was  borrowed  by  the  Carthaginians  from  their 
Greek  enemies  is  obvious  from  the  adoption  of  the  Sicilian  type  of 
the  head  of  Persephone  and  from  the  unmistakably  Greek  style  of  the 
early  Carthaginian  coins.  The  Punic  inscription  is  the  only  indication 
that  these  series  of  coins  are  not  purely  Greek,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  think  that  they  were  struck  in  Sicily  and  not  in  Africa,  and 
that  Greek  artists  were  employed  to  engrave  the  coin  dies. 

About  300  B.C.,  Phoenician  trade  with  neighboring  areas  of  North 
Africa  required  that  there  be  a  medium  of  exchange  uniform  with 
that  of  other  traders  of  the  Mediterranean  area.  To  meet  this  neces¬ 
sity,  tetradrachms  of  the  weight  and  style  of  coins  of  Alexander  the 
Great  were  struck.  The  specimen  illustrated  here  is  typical  of  the 
Punic  coins  of  that  period  and  reflects  the  high  degree  of  artistry  of 
that  century. 

The  Carthaginians  were  world  famous  for  their  horsemanship.  They 
took  great  pride  in  their  horses,  and  thus  it  was  logical  that  the  use  of 
a  horse  as  the  principal  design  on  one  side  of  their  coins  should 
identify  this  colony.  These  coins  were  issued  in  denominations  of 
4,  6,  8,  10  and  12  Egyptian  drachms. 

Unlike  Rome,  Carthage  (now  Tunis)  commanded  unwilling  obedience 
of  all  its  subjects.  Theirs  was  an  army  of  paid  soldiers  who  supported  a 


Roman  aes  grave  series,  bronze  quadrans.  Obverse:  Head  of  Hercules.  Reverse:  Prow 
of  ship.  The  three  pellets  on  each  side  signify  denomination. 
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plutocracy  of  business  men  who  insisted  on  “spheres  of  influence.”  One 
of  these  spheres  was  Sicily,  Sardinia  and  the  toe  of  Italy.  It  was  a 
contention  of  authority  over  this  area  that  led  to  the  first  Punic  War, 
which  lasted  for  twenty  three  years  (263-241  B.C.).  During  this  con¬ 
flict  there  was  a  series  of  sea  battles  between  Rome  and  Carthage.  The 
battles  were  fierce  and  costly  for  each  side,  and  although  the  Cartha¬ 
ginians  were  acknowledged  masters  of  the  sea,  the  final  victory  was 
won  by  the  Romans  under  Duillius,  who  contrived  the  famous  “board¬ 
ing  barge.”  This  consisted  of  a  gangway  36  feet  long  and  four  feet 
wide  which  was  affixed  to  the  Roman  ships  in  an  upright  position  and 
could  be  lowered  forcefully  so  as  to  drop  upon  the  enemy  ship,  where 
it  was  held  fast  by  a  sharp  spike  on  its  under  side.  The  Roman  soldiers 
were  then  able  to  board  the  enemy  vessels,  which  were  quickly  over¬ 
powered  by  the  superior  fighting  skill  of  the  Roman  soldiers. 

So  great  was  the  Romans’  appreciation  of  Duillius’  decisive  victory 
at  the  battle  of  Mylae  in  241  B.C.,  that  they  erected  for  him  in  Rome 
prows  of  several  of  the  captured  ships.  These  were  called  the  Columna 
Rostrata  and  served  as  platforms  for  speeches  in  his  honor.  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  that  our  word  rostrum  is  derived  from  this  source.  No 
less  interesting  *rs  the  fact  that  these  very  same  ships’  prows  are  de¬ 
picted  on  the  Roman  aes  grave  coins  minted  a  few  years  later. 

The  founder  of  the  Carthaginian  Empire  in  Spain,  Hamilcar  Barca, 
and  his  successors  Hasdrubal  (his  son-in-law)  and  Hannibal  (his  son), 
have  left  us  a  record  of  their  dominion  in  that  country  through  a  series 
of  silver  coins.  Their  place  of  mintage  must  have  been  at  Carthago 
Nova,  the  capital  of  the  Barcide  rulers  in  Spain,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
which  were  the  prolific  silver  mines  that  Hannibal  taught  the  Spaniards 
to  work.  A  typical  coin  of  this  period  is  shown  here.  It  depicts,  appro¬ 
priately  enough,  the  king’s  head  on  one  side  and  an  elephant  on  the 
reverse. 


Hispano-Carthaginian 
Reverse:  Elephant. 


silver  coinage,  ca.  234-210  B.C.  Obverse:  Head  of  Barcide  ruler. 


The  second  Punic  War  (218-201  B.C.)  was  fought  over  the  colony  of 
Saguntum  in  Spain.  Hannibal,  the  great  Carthaginian  general,  secretly 
crossed  the  Pyrenees  with  a  large  military  force  that  included  37  ele¬ 
phants.  One  Roman  army  had  planned  to  land  on  the  African  shore, 
while  another  would  move  by  way  of  Spain.  However,  the  Romans, 
under  Scipio,  were  defeated  on  the  very  banks  of  the  Rhone  and 
another  Roman  force  was  beaten  at  Trebia.  Hannibal  then  laid  siege  to 
Placentia.  Quintus  Fabius  Maximus  fought  the  Carthaginian  army  by 
guerrilla  methods  and  scorched  earth  tactics.  A  boastful  popular  hero 
named  Varro  was  made  Roman  commander  but  was  defeated  in  216 
B.C.  at  Cannai.  Hannibal  then  proceeded  to  occupy  all  of  Italy. 
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The  patient  Romans  finally  let  their  unwelcome  “deliverer”  defeat 
himself.  The  legions  of  Hannibal,  far  from  home,  waited  in  vain  for 
fresh  supplies  and  men.  Hasdrubal,  the  brother-in-law  of  Hannibal, 
crossed  the  Alps  to  aid  the  helpless  “conqueror,”  but  was  intercepted, 
put  to  death,  and  his  head  rolled  into  Hannibal’s  camp  to  tell  the  fate 
of  the  relief  expedition. 

P.  Scipio,  later  called  Scipio  Africanus,  thereupon  rallied  the  Roman 
forces  and  reconquered  Spain.  His  popularity  was  such  that  he  was 
granted  leave  to  invade  Carthage,  and  Hannibal  was  recalled  to  defend 
that  city.  The  Romans’  decisive  victory  at  the  battle  of  Zama  in  202 
B.C.  spelled  defeat  for,  but  not  an  end  to,  Hannibal;  he  fled  to  Tyre, 


Roman  silver  Republican  denarius  of  Cnaeus  Cornelius  Blasio  (105  B.C.).  Obverse: 
Head  of  Scipio  Africanus.  Reverse:  Jupiter  between  Juno  and  Minerva. 


where  he  stirred  up  the  Macedonians  and  Syrians,  giving  Rome  an  ex¬ 
cuse  to  send  expeditions  there  and  annex  the  Aegean  world.  Carthage 
lay  in  ruins  when  Hannibal  took  poison  in  190  B.C. 

Forty  years  later  the  Romans  struck  Carthage  for  the  last  time. 
At  this  late  date  their  coinage  was  a  far  cry  from  the  beautiful  and 
large  silver  pieces  of  former  years,  or  the  attractive  gold  and  electrum 
coins  of  which  they  were  so  proud.  Debased  silver  (billon)  coins  and 
bronze  coins  of  very  bad  style  and  execution  were  all  their  economy 
could  afford.  The  city  surrendered  after  three  years  of  hunger,  and 
Rome  held  control  of  the  sea  for  the  next  thousand  years. 


Sonnet  To  A  New  Numismatist 


by  J.  G.  Cornett 

Blonde  tousled  head,  atilt  with  easy  grace, 

She,  sunk  absorbed  in  concentration,  is 
Above  the  instant’s  fascinating  quiz 
Which  six-years’  lovely  mind  has  brought  to  face. 

An  hour  past  she  ran  and  rode  and  laughed, 
Aglow  with  life  and  energetic  game, 
Unheeding  aught  that  differed  from  the  same. 
Now  changed,  she  thirsts  for  knowledge 
to  be  quaffed. 

Her  father’s  desk  presents  a  different  view; 

A  glass,  a  book,  a  light,  some  silver  bright. 
Intently  hunts  she  for  the  coin  that’s  new. 

The  search  gives  to  her  mind  and  eye  delight, 
Whilst  sight  of  her,  to  me,  is  fresh’ning  dew. 

Old  hobby  bettered  by  her  bright’ning  light. 
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(Continued  from  March) 


SYD  776  MARCUS  VOLTEIUS 
M.F.  (76  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Bacchus.  Rev., 
Ceres  in  chariot  drawn  by  two 
serpents,  holding:  torches 
in  her  hands. 

The  ludi  Cerealis  .  .  .  games  of 
Ceres  .  .  .  seem  to  be  represented 
on  this  denarius.  We  see  the  head 
of  Bacchus  on  the  obverse  and 
Ceres  herself  on  the  reverse,  in 
a  chariot  drawn  by  two  serpents. 

SYD  752  CNAEUS 

CORNELIUS 
LENTULUS 
MARCELLINUS 
(76-74  B.C.) 


Denarius.  Obv.,  Bust  of  the  Genius  of  the 
Roman  people.  Rev.,  Globe  between 
rudder  and  scepter 

This  seems  to  be  the  same  mon- 
eyer  who  struck  coins  previously, 
in  87  B.C.  In  this  instance,  he 
seems  to  have  struck  coins  in  his 
capacity  as  quaestor  to  Pompey. 
The  letters  G.P.R.  on  the  obverse 
of  this  coin  stand  for  Genius  of 
the  Roman  People. 


SYD  780  LUCIUS  RUTILIUS 
FLACCUS  (75  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Roma.  Rev., 
Victory  in  bigra 

Nothing  is  known  about  this 
moneyer.  One  authority  would  as¬ 
sociate  him  with  a  senator  of  the 
same  name,  but  this  is  conjec¬ 
tural.  Although  the  type  of  this 
coin  is  quite  common,  the  lack  of 
information  about  this  moneyer’s 
background  leaves  us  without 
means  of  interpreting  the  type. 


SYD  781  PUBLIUS 

SATRIENUS 
(75-74  B.C.) 

Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Mars.  Rev., 
Wolf  walking: 

This  moneyer  is  known  only 
from  his  coins.  Little  is  known 
about  the  Satriena  gens  unless 
the  name  was  derived  from 
Satrius,  a  gens  mentioned  in 
history.  The  head  of  Mars  on  the 
obverse  of  this  coin  and  the  wolf 
on  the  reverse  might  be  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  possibility  of  this 
gens  claiming  descent  from  Rom¬ 
ulus  and  Remus,  the  mythical 
founders  of  Rome. 
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SYD  783  LUCIUS  LUCRETIUS 
TRIO  (74  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Sol.  Rev.,  Crescent 
and  seven  stars 

Little  is  known  about  this  mon- 
eyer  although  he  may  have  been 
the  grandson  of  an  earlier  mon- 
eyer.  Cnaeus  Lucretius  Trio.  The 
head  of  Sol  (the  sun)  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  seems  to  be  a  punning  type 
of  the  Lucretia  gens  (the  Latin 
word  for  light  is  lux  .  .  .  genitive, 
or  possessive  case,  lucis).  We  may 
also  have  a  pun  on  the  cognomen 
Trio  on  the  reverse,  for  the  seven 
stars  forming  the  constellation 
we  call  the  Big  Bear  and  which 
the  ancients  called  the  Pleiades, 
are  called  TRIONES. 


SYD  785  CAIUS  POSTUMIUS 
(74-73  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Diana.  Rev., 
Hound  running,  spear  below 

Not  too  much  is  known  about 
this  moneyer  and  the  TA  (or 
AT  ? )  on  the  reverse  is  an  un¬ 
certain  monogram  which  one  au¬ 
thority  thought  might  stand  for 


the  cognomen  Tatius.  The  Diana 
we  see  on  the  obverse  of  this  coin 
is  Diana  Aventina  (the  Aventine 
is  one  of  the  seven  hills  of  Rome 
and  was,  in  ancient  times,  a  place 
of  refuge  and  defense).  Diana  has 
been  connected  with  the  Roman 
victory  over  the  Latins  at  Lake 
Regillus  in  Latium  (496  B.C.). 
Probably  some  ancestor  of  this 
moneyer  was  also  involved  in  this 
famous  battle.  The  hound  on  the 
reverse  of  the  coin  is  usually 
found  with  Diana  when  she 
adopts  the  attribute  of  the  Hunt¬ 
ress. 


SYD  786  CAIUS  EGNATIUS 

C.f.Cn.n.  MAXSUMUS 
(73  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Venus.  Rev., 
Libertas  crowned  by 
victory  in  biga 

It  is  not  known  with  any  cer¬ 
tainty  just  who  this  moneyer  was. 
One  authority  is  of  the  opinion 
that  this  was  a  senator  whose 
father,  also  a  senator,  was  ex¬ 
pelled  from  the  senate  because  he 
was  disreputable  and  that  this 
moneyer  was  proscribed  and  slain 
in  43  B.C.  The  bust  of  Venus  on 
the  obverse  of  this  Denarius 
seems  to  refer  to  some  affinity 
between  this  gens  and  that  deity. 
It  is  known  that  this  gens  came 
from  Samnium  and  perhaps  the 
reverse  refers  to  the  freedom 
granted  the  Samnites  after  the 
Social  War. 
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SYD  791  PUBLIUS 

CORNELIUS 
LENTULUS  P.f.  L.n. 
(72  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Hercules.  Rev., 
Genius  of  the  Roman  people 

This  moneyer  seems  to  have 
been  the  same  Lentulus  who  had 
been  very  prominent  in  govern¬ 
ment  and  who  held  many  re¬ 
sponsible  offices*  not  the  least  of 
which  was  his  having  been  consul 
in  57  B.C.  and  proconsul  a  few 
years  later  in  Cilicia.  He  sided 
with  Pompey  against  Julius 
Caesar  in  the  Civil  War,  but 
nothing  is  known  of  his  fate.  The 
obverse  letters  Q.S.C.  stand  for 
Quaestor,  senatus  consulto  .  .  . 
quaestor  by  authority  of  the 
senate.  The  Cornelia  gens  paid 
particular  homage  to  the  Genius 
of  the  Roman  people  who  appears 
upon  the  reverse  of  this  coin. 


SYD  792  LUCIUS 

PLAETORIUS  L.f. 
CESTIANUS  (72  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Juno  Moneta. 
Rev.,  Naked  athlete  running,  hold¬ 
ing  palm  branch  and  cestus 
(a  boxer’s  gauntlet) 

Apparently  this  is  the  same 
Plaetorius  who  was  a  senator  and 


who  struck  coins  during  his 
quaestorship  (the  letters  Q.S.C. 
on  the  reverse  mean  quaestor, 
senatus  consulto  .  .  .  quaestor  by 
authority  of  the  senate).  Juno 
Moneta  was  guardian  of  the  mint 
and  it  is  that  deity  we  see  on  the 
obverse  of  this  coin.  The  reverse 
might  indicate  that  this  money 
was  issued  to  celebrate  one  of  the 
famous  Roman  games,  but  more 
probably  it  refers  to  some  an¬ 
cestor  of  this  moneyer  because  of 
the  possibility  of  a  pun  on  the 
name  Cestianus.  A  boxer’s  gaunt¬ 
let,  which  we  see  the  runner 
carrying,  was  called  a  cestus. 

SYD  796  QUINTUS 

CREPERIUS  M.f. 

ROCUS  (70  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Amphitrite.  Rev., 

Neptune  in  chariot  drawn  by  two 
hippocamps.  He  hurls  trident 

This  moneyer  might  have  been 
the  son  of  the  Creperius  who  had 
acted  as  a  judge  in  the  trial  of 
the  infamous  Verres.  Verres,  it 
should  be  recalled,  practically 
ruined  Sicily  financially  when  he 
was  governor  of  that  island.  The 
“sea  character”  of  this  coin  un¬ 
doubtedly  indicates  some  naval 
action  with  which  an  ancestor  of 
this  moneyer  was  concerned.  Just 
what  action  is  not  known.  Am¬ 
phitrite  who  appears  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  of  this  coin  was  wife  of  the 
sea-god  Poseidon.  She  was  also 
the  mother  of  Triton.  The  hippo- 
camps  on  the  obverse  were  sea 
monsters  (from  hippo,  horse  .  .  . 
carnpos,  monster). 
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SYD  797  QUINTUS  FUFIUS 
KALENUS:  MUCIUS 
CORDUS  (69  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Heads  of  Honos  and 
Virtus.  Rev.,  Roma  extending 
hand  to  Italia 


Kalenus  (or  Calenus)  appar¬ 
ently  was  the  same  person  who 
was  tribune  of  the  plebs,  praetor, 
Caesar’s  legate  in  Gaul  in  51  B.C., 
and,  finally,  the  consul  of  47 
B.C.  He  also  commanded  Marc 
Anthony’s  legions  in  the  northern 
part  of  Italy.  The  other  moneyer, 
Cordus,  is  known  only  from  his 
coins.  This  coin  alludes  to  the 
peace  which  spread  throughout 
Italy  after  the  Civil  War,  for  we 
find  Roma  and  Italia  grasping 
hands  on  its  reverse  and  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Honos  and  Virtus 
(honor  and  virtue)  on  the  obverse 
seem  to  indicate  that  these  per¬ 
sonifications  acted  as  guardians 
to  this  alliance.  The  names  of 
these  moneyers  appear  in  the 
genitive  (possessive)  case  on  the 
coin. 


“Can  you  take  it  in  a  little  in 
back?” 


SYD  793  QUINTUS 

POMPONIUS  RUFUS 
(71  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Jupiter.  Rev., 
Eagle  standing  on  scepter 


This  moneyer  is  known  only 
from  his  coins.  The  Pomponia 
gens,  however,  claimed  descent 
from  Pompo,  a  son  of  Numa 
Pompilius.  Legend  has  it  that 
Numa  Pompilius  was  the  first 
king  of  Rome  after  the  death  of 
Romulus,  founder  of  the  city.  One 
tale  tells  us  that  Numa  found  the 
means  of  compelling  Jupiter  to 
make  his  wishes  known  by  the 
flight  of  birds  and  lightning.  The 
bird  on  the  reverse  of  this  coin 
may  allude  to  that  story. 


SYD  798  MANIUS  AQUILLIUS 
Mn.  f  Mn.  n.  (68  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Virtus.  Rev.,  The 
consul  Mn  Aquilius  holding  shield  and 
raising  kneeling  figure  of  Sicily 


This  moneyer  apparently  was 
the  grandson  of  the  consul  of  101 
B.C.  of  the  same  name  who  had 
conducted  the  war  against  the 
slaves  in  Sicily  at  the  time  of 
their  second  revolt.  The  reverse 
commemorates  this  event  for  it 
shows  the  older  Manius  raising 
the  kneeling  Sicilia,  the  personifi¬ 
cation  of  Sicily.  Virtus,  virtue,  on 
the  obverse  refers  to  one  of  the 
qualities  which  the  consul  pos¬ 
sessed. 

(To  be  continued ) 
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WANTED 

West  Indies  Coins 

1600-1880 

Tokens,  Regular  Issues  and  the 
Cut  and/or  Counter-stamped 
Spanish,  French,  British,  Dutch, 
and  United  States  used  in  the 
Caribbean  area. 

RAY  BYRNE 

Life  Member,  A.N.A.— A.N.S. 
701  N.  Negley  Ave. 
Pittsburgh  6,  Penna. 
Phone  (412)  441-0738 


Polzer  Coin  Company 

Erwin  G.  "Timm,"  Prop. 

4716  W.  Center  St. 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53210 
Phone  871-0322 

New  1966  23rd  Edition 

Bluebook  U.S.  Coins 
$1.00 

Magnifiers 

2"  lens  cowhide  case . $1.00 

10  power  leather  case.. ..$1 .25 


3"  round  reader . $1.50 

4 "  round  reader . $2.95 


WHITMAN  S  ORIGINAL  JOBBER 
Established  1919 


PNC  INVITES  YOU 


The  members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc. 
cordially  invite  you  to  the  following  shows: 

April  28  .  .  .  PNG  Bourse  followed  by  Central  States  Numismatic  So¬ 
ciety  Convention. 

CLAYPOOL  HOTEL,  INDIANAPOLIS,  INDIANA 


August  15  .  .  .  PNG  BOURSE  followed  by  ANA  Convention. 

PICK-CONGRESS  HOTEL,  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


October  .  .  .  THIRD  GIANT  PNG  SHOW. 

Detroit,  Michigan  (watch  for  further  announcements) 


PROFESSIONAL  NUMISMATISTS  GUILD,  Inc. 

Max  M.  Schwartz,  Executive  Secretary 
28  West  44th  Street,  Rm  421 
New  York,  N.Y.  10036 


Leo  A.  Young,  President;  Ben  Dreiske,  V.P.;  Fred  Samuels,  Secy.;  Chas.  M.  Wormser, 
Treas.;  Dan  Messer  &  Catherine  Bullowa,  Membership  Directors;  Dan  Brown,  Director; 
A.  Kosoff,  Ex-officio,  Public  Relations. 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  . . 


YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 

SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  in  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces¬ 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 


Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 


Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 
Rich's 
Baltimore 
Hutzler's 
Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 

Buffalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 
Chevy  Chase 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 
Chicago 

Marshall  Field 
Cincinnati 
H.  &  S.  Pogue  Co. 
Cleveland 

Higbee  Company 


Columbus 

F.  &  R.  Lazarus 

Denver 
May-D  &  F 

Detroit 

J.  L.  Hudson 

Hartford 

G.  Fox  &  Co. 

Houston 

Foley's 

Indianapolis 

L.  S.  Ayres 

Los  Angeles 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Louisville 

Stewart's 

Milwaukee 

Gimbels 


New  Orleans 

Maison  Blanche 

New  York 

Gimbels 

Omaha 

Brandeis 

Panorama  City 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Paramus 

Gimbels 

Pasadena 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Philadelphia 

Gimbels 

Pittsburgh 

Kaufmann's 


Richmond 

Thalhimers 

St.  Louis 

Famous-Barr 

San  Antonio 

Joske's 

San  Diego 
May  Co. 

San  Francisco 

The  Emporium 

San  Mateo 

The  Emporium 

Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 
Skokie 

Marshall  Field 


Portland 

Meier  &  Frank 


Washington,  D.C. 

Woodward  &  Lothrop 
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CHOICE  COLD  COINS 


All  Choice  Coins — BU  if  not  otherwise  stated.  Values  shown  in  (  )  indicate 

List  price  as  shown  in  "Gold  Coins  of  the  World"— 2nd  Edition.  The  Book  $16.50 


ALBANIA 

100  Francs  ExF-AU  (F  I  $400) . 195.00 

AUSTRIA 

10  Corona  1909-12  AU.  (F428  $15)  10  50 

10  Corona  1908  ExF.  (F43I  $27.50)  .  13.50 

BRAZIL 

4,000  Reis  1813  (F89  $75.00) .  67.50 

10,000  Reis  1835  AU.  (FI04  $200).  Child 

Head.  Very  Rare .  190  00 

20,000  Reis  1853-89  AU.  (FI08  $100)  97.50 

20,000  Reis  1908.  (Fill  $300).  Very 

Rare,  sells  well  over  Catalogue . 350.00 

20,000  &  10,000  Reis  1908.  Gem  Pair. 

(Fill,  112  $600).  Only . .  650.00 

CANADA  SOVEREIGNS 

1909-1910  AU  .  77.50 

1911  $22.50,  1913  AU . Write  for  price 

1914  AU  $87.50,  BU  .  99.50 

1917,  1918  AU,  each  $19.00,  BU,  each .  24.50 

191 1 -17- 18-19,  all  BU.t .  95.00 

CEYLON 

I  Stater  840-1295  AD  (FI  $225).  V.F . 125.00 

Va  Stater  840-1295  AD  (F3  $75)  VF-ExF  ...  49.50 
'/•  Stater  840-1295  AD  (F4  $60)  VF-ExF  ...  39.50 
I  Mas  840-1295  AD  (F5  $75)  VF-ExF .  47.50 

1  Mas  840-1295  AD  (F6  $75)  VF-ExF .  47.50 

Above  Set  (5).  Have  only  2  sets . 275.00 

CUBA 

2  Peso  1916  AU  $27.50,  BU .  37.50 

5  Pesos  1916  AU,  light  scratch  or  so .  22.50 

Same  1915,  1916  AU,  each .  29.00 

10  Pesos  1916  AU,  light  scratch  or  so .  39.50 

Same  1916  AU  Choice  (F3  $65) .  49.00 

EGYPT 

#50  Piastres  1958  BU  Gem  (F43  $50)  37.50 

#100  Piastres  I960  Pf-like  (F40  $50)  55.00 

*100  Piastres  I960  Pf-like  (F45  $50) .  55.00 

*Aswan  Dam.  #Ancient  Chariot. 

500  Piastres  Br.  Proofs . Write  for  price 

GREECE 

20  Drachmaie  1884  (F9  $40).  ExF  $22.50, 

AU  .  29.00 

ICELAND 

500  Kronur  1961  (FI  $65).  Beauty — 

Now  very  Scarce.  Limit  1 .  31.50 


INDIA 

Sovereign  1918.  (FI5  $75).  AU 
Choice  $19.50,  BU .  27.50 

ISRAEL 

20  Pounds  I960  (FI  $125)..  87.50 

ITALY 

100  Lire  1931-33  (F33  $80) .  72.50 

50  Lire  1931-33  (F34  $65) .  57.50 


MEXICO 

Dates  of  our  selection — Coins  acquired 
before  May  I960  and  therefore  legally 


held. 

2  Pesos.  FI70  .  4.75 

2  i/2  Pesos.  FI 69 .  6.75 

50  Pesos  1921  AU.  Rare  date .  75.00 

Beautiful  Type  Set  (7):  I,  2,  2l/2,  5,  10 
20,  50  Pesos,  in  Museum  Black  Plastic 

Holder  . 195.00 

Similar  Set  (6),  lacks  the  Very  Rare 
I  Peso.  In  Plastic.  Only . 147.50 

PERU 

50  Soles  1931  (F77  $450)  .  435.00 

POLAND 

20  Zloty  1925  (FI  $65)  .  59.50 

10  Zloty  1925  (F2  $45) .  33.50 

Above  Pair .  79.00 

PORTUGAL 

10,000  Reis  1878-89  (FI3I  $175)  AU 

Choice  $95.00,  BU . 115.00 

5,000  Reis  1867-89  (FI32  $75)  AU  Choice 
$47.50,  BU .  57.50 

RUSSIA 

5  Rubles  1902-03-04  each .  17.50 

7'/j  Rubles  1897  VF  $22.50,  AU  . 32.50 

15  Rubles  1897  (RI37  $75),  VF  $55.00, 

ExF  .  65.00 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

Sovereign  1952,  Geo.  VI,  was  Proof .  28.50 

Sovereign  1959,  was  Proof.  Nice .  32.50 

VATICAN 

100  Lire  1933-34,  Pius  XI,  Holy  Year .  99.50 


TWO  GREAT  CATALOGUES 

1.  Greatest  Offering  (In  this  Century)  of  U.S.  Coins,  Currency  &  World  Coins.  84  pages. 

2.  108-Page  Supply  Catalogue — Everything  in  Numis-Accessories  and  Books  on  every  Series 
and  Subject  (369  books).  All  at  Bebee's  down-to-earth  prices  and  Service  that  has  no 
equal.  BOTH  $1.00  (Free  with,  or  Deductible  on  first  $25.00  order). 

Since  1940,  "Headquarters"  to  Thousands. 

Please  give  us  a  try — you'll  wonder  Why  you  didn't  sooner! 


4514  North  30th  St.  (Area  402,  451-4766)  Omaha,  Nebraska  68111 

DEALERS:  Request  Free  Wholesale  Catalogue  on  your  letterhead  or  supply  proof 

that  you  are  an  established  Dealer. 


YOUR  COMMEMORATIVES 


UNITED  STATES 

COMMEMORATIVE 

COINAGE 


by 

Arlie  R.  Slabaugh 

This  now  study  pairs  a  vivid  narrative 
about  a  colorful  history  with  complete, 
accurate  numismatic  data.  Whatever  you 
want  to  know  .  .  .  quantity  minted,  date 
of  authorization,  designer’s  name  or  event 
commemorated  .  .  .  you’ll  find  the  answer 
easily  and  quickly.  Even  little  known 
facts  and  the  original  price  of  each  issue 
are  included.  Excellent  photographs  let 
you  view  every  type  of  commemorative 
plus  related  coins,  tokens  and  medals. 

144  pages  bound  in  an  attractive  soil- 
resistant  hard  cover. 


at  your 
hobby  dealer 


